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The P RE ACE. 
BEING 
Further Remarks on Dr. #——'s Sermon Preach'd at 


—d 


- 


the Funeral of late D—=.of D— 


HE Firſt Part of my Anſwer to Nr. x Sermon Preach'd at 


the Funeral of WA— late D--- of Dow coming to 6 third Edit i- 


1 
the Dottar's Sermon in the following Sheets, which I entitle The 
Hazard of a Death-Bed-Repentance further argued from the late Remorſe of 
Wis tt 5— 5— n 
Idiu't know hiw/ Dr. K — 7 approve of either my Firſt or Second 
Anſwer to his Sermon Preach'd at the D Funeral; but whether he 
| dikes em or not, Icould not be true to my own Principles, nor to the Truth it 
ſelf, (which he bas ſo groſty miſtaken with reſpett to the /Death-Bed-Repen- 
tance of Men of diſtingviſh d Senſe and judgment) without mating ſome fur - 
ther Remarks on ſeveral unſound Paſſages in his Sermon, preſuming, if a 
Clcrgy-man dare be ſo bold to Publiſh Error, a Layne may take the Bold - 
neſs { or be ſo MAD) to. vindicate the Truth; which the Doctor has ſo per- 
werted, with reſpect to the Death Bed Repentance of Dukes and Lords? &c, 
that his lliſl ate in expounding his Text wen d make one think that he made 
his Sermon before he choſe his Text, However, I hope the Miſtaken Doctor 
( whom in all other Reſpeds I believe o be @ very Pious and Learned 
Divine) wid not tate it amiſs that I Publiſh. A Second Anſwer, gr further 
Remarks on the Sermon he Preach'd at the Duke's Funeral. In which Sermon 
the Dr. has dealt with the D of D—=— as Apelles the Painter did 
with Antigonus ; who Painted that Part of his Face which was comely, but 
hid moſt of hu Deformities, *Tis true, the D —— was dead when = Doctor 
was thus Partial in drawing hu Piqture, orthat Reaſon was the more 
esch. : forl blunt Divine: ſhou'd 7 MY 53mm Caſes in their 
Publick Preaching than many of them £ if they dtd nat aim more at a leatn- 


ed and exact Method than a plain Edrfying Diſeourſe, 


®* In his Exeelent Ser- * Tis the Bofinefs{fays Mr. Milner *) of thoſe 
mon lately Preach'd at * who are Conſecrated and Otdain'd to Holy Offi- 
the Conſecration of the * ces, to declare and defend the Truth, to diſ- 
Righr Reverend Father cover and confute Error, to reprove and reform 
in God, William, Lord the Vices of the Age in which they live; to en- 
Biſhop of Cheſter. Sold counter Irreligion and Profaneneſs, to detect For- 
by Tho, Speed, in Ex- mality and Hy pacriſie, and to Rebuke with Au- 
change Aley, Cornhil, * thority, GCC. n ; 


+: 


on in Six Weeks, it has encourag d me 10 continue my'Remaks an 


L ) 

k hate (ſays Biſhop MS that would but AS 
* phaſe; and withal think irimpoſlible for a han tu. +, Jn the Preface to 
« profir that pleaſeth not. N wh are aedicatids , Firſt Vol. of bis 
to thi Miuiry ( as My. Trapp: oblerves ) ſin nat Sies. ol hos” 
* only if they repreſeat- Good and Eyil fafſly. but ** 
if they decline or avoid the Opportunitys of repreſenting them truly: Ifthey 
* be ſilent when their Duty. calls them to ſpeak ; or v hen they do ſcak, ons 
* ly Prophely ſmooth thing: Conſider (/azs Thomas a Kempis) whate Ser- 
© vant thou art, and v hat a Glorious Character thou haſt receiv d by Impotici- 
on of the Biſhop's Hands; for thou art advanc d a Prieſt ſor Noble and e- 
* ligions Purpoſes; Be Faithful therefore in the execution of this weighty 
Fruſt; for being thus diſtinguiſh d, it will be expected that the Sanctity of 
* thy Manners, the Severity of thy Virtue, the Conqueſt of thy Faſſions, and 
the perfection of thy Holineſs, ſhou d diſtinguiſh. rhee as viſibly and as mi- 
* nently as thy Garb and Profeſſion ; and thou ſhould'ſt be cloath'd and agor- 
ned with that Reghteouſneſr, that Innocence, that Gravity, of which thy 
Robe is a/ſufficient Emblem. 01 |. Ane 
New, if the Offee of # Miniſter be thus Sacred, why (with Submiſſion ty 

ſurh Clergymen who Saint Rakes' and Libertines, merely becauſe they were Men 


of Quality) ſrou'd not a Minifer that is Preaching, againſt any. particulay 
Sin that he knows one Man in his Congregation to be more addicted 10 than any 
of the reſt, ſpeak plainly to him as the Prophet Nathan did to David, aud ſay 
Thou art Man? for ſome muſt be reproved openly that others may fear, 1 Tim, 
5. 20 Them that ſin rebuke before all, that others alſo may tear. No May's 
#00 Great or too Good ro be roldof his Sms, Mr. Fran- | 

kling * reprov'a King Charles II. for his Whoredome, * An Eminent Non- 


and he thank'd him” for daring te be jo Raith-  Noncontormilt 
ful. Miniſters 


If then what I hawor ſaid be true, and the Senſe of the Honeſt Part of the 
Kingdom, the Reeder cannot think any Liberty I have taken tee Bold or Re- 
fefing; for Truth is never ſo; tho it may be ſomerimes unſeaſonable: But be 
muſh own I haue ated the Impartial Man in giving Whorcdom ana Miskeep- 
ing its due Character. Or ſuppoſe twere a Fault iu a, Layman of my mean 
Abilities, to be thur bold in expoſmix the Adulterous Liſe of W>— late D— 
of Diet ſure I am tat lle Dr. K (G, Embaſſador) to uſe 
any ſervile-minmarions, or (moothing' Arts in the delivery of hu Embaſſage : 
Gon Voite onght'to be uttered a the Law and the Goſpel were, by the Sons of 
Thunder. To beſpenł awd to beg an Aweitory, may well enough become a Pri- 
ſinter at the Bar; but it's far benenth the Majeſty that a Junge repreſents. 
and therefore the Evangelifs acquaints us, that the Reaſon why the People 
were aſl onſhed at Chriſt's Doctrine was, Becaule be taught rnem as one ha- 
ving Authoriny, and not as the Ecribes,: Mat. vii. 28, 29. Andthe Rulers of 

the Jews, when they ſawthe Boldneſs of Peter and john, aud perceived that they 

were unlcarncd and ignorant Men, they marvelled, and they too Knowledge 
"of them that they hau been with Jeſus, Acts iv. 19. Where you ſee that 1b 

Bultdmeſs and Authority wherewith the Apoſtles ſpate, was judged a ſuſfici- 


ent Argument thut they belimg d tg Chriſt, who had himſelf uſed that Joe li- 
| A 2 | p 


erty 


©. 


(4) 
ber ove. And therefore, if Dr. K— ( oy any other Clergyman 
— 4 peak for a Miniſter of Chriſt, let him alſe take the ſame Met rh 
bis Predeceſſors took . Let him never reaſon of Righteonſneſs, Tem 
and Judgment to come, but ſo as ts make the Proudeſt Felix tremble, Which 
Hint does juſtly reprove ſuch Dignify'd Perſons as can uſe their Authority 
ſeverely enough againſt all the inferiour Clergy ; but when they themſelve? 
come to Preach either before ſome Great Man, or at Court, can be wel 
enough content #0 let go their Authority, and only to tell them of this or that 
thing in General, withous ever telling them, Thou art the Man. | 
Tho” there be no Sin of it ſelf truly ſmall ; (for the leaſt unrepented Sin is 

of it ſelf Damnable ) yet, becauſe a Man's Boſom Sin ( whether it be Luſt, 
Avarice, Pride, &c.) i moſt dangerous, and does him moſt harm, therefore 
#t is every. Miniſter's indiſpenſible Duty :0 Preach Bolaly againſt thoſe Sins 
that his Hearers are moſt guilty of. That Clerg that tells his Hearers of 
ſueh Faults as few or none of them are guilty of, and does not boldly tell them 
of ſuch a moſt, if not all of them, are Notoriow for; He does after the ſame 
manner, as if a Phyſician ſhould apply himſelf to the Cure of his Paticnt's 
ſore Finger, without ever taking notice of his Mortal Wounds ; which, how 
ill you'd take it in your Bodily Concerns,all Men know ; Aud why you ſhould neg 
take it as ill in your Spiritual Aﬀairs,is 55 Dr. K'——"5 leave ) an Inſtance 
of the Greateſt Madneſs, and has more of the Lunacy in it than Dr, K 
wi be able to prove in my Anſwer to his Sermon Preach d at the Duke's Fu- 
x era I. a+ . x 7 * 4 

And therefore, at every Mini ſter wou d avoid the Cenſure of Preaching 


Smooth Things, and of pleaſing rather than diſturbing Men in their Sins; 


that is, as he would avoid the Cenſure of miſleading the meaner Sinful Wrerch- 
es, a, well ar the Men of diſtinguiſh'd Senſe and Judgment, ſo let him be ſure 
z0 Preach moſt againſt thoſe Sins that his Hearers are moſt guilty ef; the Re- 
formation of which will do them moſt good, and will procure him a Character 
of a good and faithful Servant. And therefore when Saint John Baptiff 
= to Herod of al his other Sins, he piteh'd upon that which he 
ov'd moſt, his Inceftuous Marriage: And when hu Fore ranner Elijah ſpoke 
t0 Ahab, of all his other Sins, he pitch'd upon that which he lov'd moſt, Na- 
both's Vineyard; and of all David's Tranſgreſſions, Nathan tells him of none 
but of his Murder and Adultery : And therefore if there be in Damaſcus,or Mo- 
ab, or Ammon, or Tyrus, or Judah, or Iſrael, Three or Four Tranſgreſſions 
more wotorious than the reft, they are all to be told of thoſe more than of all 
the reſt; as you have it at large in the Prophet Amos, For when Sins de 
once begin togrow te an Head, and to become in Faſhion,' they are to be bold- 
ty and ſeverely dealt withal, An ordinary Concern in ſuch s Caſe is no better 
than Silence; and Silence in ſuch a Caſe is no better than downright Flattery, 
And to hold our Peace in ſuch a Caſe, is all one as to cry aloud, Peace, Peace. 
To let Herod go unreprov'd for his Blaſphemous Oration, is to flatter bim; and 
ro flatter him isto ſay, This is the Voice of God, and not of Man; and that 
makes Work for nothing leſt than a deflreying Angel. his 


My. Rogers ſpeaks of Lam made in 4 certain Town, that none ſhould 


bring & rumour of the Enemies coming upon pain of Death; and this waz becauſe 


ld de 


— 


they 


in bis moupnfal Epilt'e to Pur lei gh in Eſex, p. 233. 


—— — 


(s) 

they had before ſome falſe PR, + at laſt the Enemy came fuddenly aud 
deſlroy d them all: So that it was a Proverb, Here ſtands a Town deſtroyed 
by Silence. If Impartiality in expoſing Vice in a Duke or Lora, he accounted bold- 
neſs by ſuch n Emment Clergymoy a; Dr. K ( or why elſe did he forbear 
expoſing the Duke's Whoredoms, and warning his Heareri againſt them? ) tis 
to be fear d the Town Mr. Rogers ſpeaksof won't be the only Place deſtroy'd by 
Silence: For, as @ Painter of Old being ask'd who taught him his Art, an- 
fwer”d The People; for that he was forc'd te ſtudy how to pleaſe their Fan- 
eys : So may ſome Mimi ſters ſay, we got this Living and t ot her Living and 
f other Living, and ſometimes Four or Five by ſmoothing over our Patron's 
Vices. | 

If Dr. K——ſpou'd here ſay, this Reflection is undeſcrv'd, as no Duke or 
Lord, will bear to be boldly told of their Sins 

To this 1 anſwer, Men of Quality that keep Miſſes will and muſt bear to be 
told of their Whoredoms, but ſome dignify'd Clergymen will never do it. No, 


[Reader) therd's ſuch à Duke's Friendſhip to be loſt, and ſuch a Lord's Ha- 


tred to be incurr'd, and ſuch a great Place to be depriv'd ; and theſe Pruden- 
rial. (in plain Engliſh,that is, theſe ſelfſÞ) vile Motives do hinder Men from the 
Right and Conſcientious Diſcharge of their Duties : And therefore the Apo- 
Pile being well aware of this, and knowing that Men would be very loth to dif- 
pleaſe their Superiors, 2 them impartially of their Faults ; the Apo- 
file, I ſay being 7 Men would be unwilling to medale or make with 
the Rich ones of the World, and e, after ja bold an ſevere a manner as 
they ought, he commands Timothy in theſe Words, I give thee charge in fight 
of God, who quickeneth all things; and before Chriſt Jeſus, who before Pon- 
tius Pilate witneſſed a good Confeſſion, that thou charge them that are rich 
ia this World, that they be not high minded. And then, becauſe he knew 
Men were apt to fear Princes and Lords, he there tells them of the Bleſſed and 
only Potentate, the King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords, And then, be- 
cauſe he knew Men ars apt tobe daxled with the Glittering Pageantry of their 
ont ward Pomp, he there tell; them of him who dwclls in the Light, that 

Man can approach unto. And becauſe he knew Men are apt to fear Power — 
Authority, tho they laſt for never ſo ſhort a time, be there tells them of him, 
whoſe Honour and Power is everlaſting ; and then follow thoſe Word), I give 
thee Charge inthe fight of God, that thou charge them that are rich in this 


World, that they be not high- minded: As if he ſteu d have ſaid, I know 


Timothy, thou art afraid to tell Great Men of their Faults, and therefore 1 
charge thee in God's Name, that thou the rather ds ſo, and that thou fear no 
Men's Perſon: I charge thee to fear God rather than Man, and to incur the 
Anger and Hatred of all the World, rather than diſpleaſe Almighty God, 

Now can Dr. K- or any other Miniſter, hear this dreadful Charge, 
that runs in ſuch rigorous and peremptory terms, and yet be afraid to charge 
the Rich Men of the World in their Mit keeping, and other Extravagance, 
and to preſs it home upon their Conſeiencet, for ſear of Diſpleaſure ; And can 
any Man find fault with ſuch a' Conſcientious Miniſter, as does without all 
Fear or Favour, couragiouſly diſcharge this his indiſpenſible Duty ? With what 
Honour or Conſcience can any Man call this Boldneſ5* Can any Man, (tho' a 
Duke or Lord) ao him any harm that does him moſt Goo? Can any man become 
ae ot; :ü ORE BO ISE. BDT 16-89% "Ek. LES his 


| 
| 
| 


ing fo Great a Man as the Dean of P 


| TY | 

bis Enemy for boldly telling him the Truth, avid endravouring to deliver him 
from Hill and Damnation? | - | 

From all which you ſee, (that whatever um be the Duty of Lavmen, 
and Perſons of ſuth mean Ability; ar the Author of rheſs Sheets) that 
every Miniſter is bound in Conſcience to Preut h boldly againſt thoſe 
Sins chr his Rearers ( however great in Plate or Dignity) are moſt 
guilty of ; and if he knows of none of their particular Faults, he is 
chen buldly to tell them tht their particular Calling does exp3ſe 
them to. He to Preach before Magiſtrates againſt Injuſtice and Paytiali- 
ey: Before Lawyers were they all Mafters in Chancery) againſt C olluſion ani 
umneceſſaury Lam- Suits: Before Courtiers, againſt Ambition and Diſimuluti- 
en: Before Gentlemiew againſt Riot and Prodigality : Before Officers against 
Br:bes and Extortion ; which are the uſual Faalts that all thoſe States of Lifs 
are moſt liable to, and therefore are to be more boldly told of than of thoſe Sins 
1 and Places do not ſ) much expoſe em to as to thoſe I have 
named, | | | 
if Miniſters won'd deal thus plaiiily with the People they Preath to; Reli- 
gion wen d Nouriſh, and our Reformers ( who in a particular manner ſpow'd 
ve thoſe of the Clergy) wou'd act at if they were in curneſt, or at leaft w- 
be ſo far Gre frewing the Hearſe of A Lewd D—— with ſuch Gay Flowers 


 #hat his mbff notorious Whoredomi can't be ſeen through them ; that they wou'd 


as boldly proclaim the Vices as they do the Virtues of 
As I binted in my Great Men.“ Bat tho! Or. K — in this ont 
Firſt Anſwer to Dr. Inflance has been more ſparing than the World expetF- 
FO —_— ed, I hunt been ſo in this Second Anſwer ; but in thw 
| | ( as well as the former] have boldly argued the Ha- 
Zard of a Death · Bed Repentance, from the late Remorſe of the of 
Dann... 44 2 1 thought thu won d be beſt prrform'd by reſolving that nice 


Queſtion, How far a Death-Bed Repenrance, ( ſuch ar was that of the D — 


of D——— ) is poſſible to be fincerè? I have a along kept to that Nephron 
iu the following Sheets. F | | 

' 1 athnowleage to God and the World, that I am ſo ſenſible of my own Siny 
and Infirmities, that I think my ſelf very unfit for this Great Tast; but ſees 
ing no Max has yet had the Courage or Honeſty to ſer Dr. K 's Note" 
eu of a Death Bed Rexpcntance in a true Light, Ihade done it the beft 1 can 


in thoſe Further R. marks on his Sermon; and I hope my mean Performance 


| may be excus'd, if for nothing elſe but my good Intention to ſerve the Publick. 


1 confeſs an Anſwer to Dr. K Sermon w- h ve der a bets 
ter Regard had it come from the Celebrated Pens of a Dawes, a South, 2 Mols, 
er 4 Norris; but ſeeing the World hat been pretty Civil to the Firſt Part of 
my Anſwer, I have ventur'd to Publiſh a Second. I know'l 2m to ſtruggle 
* with an unequal Match, both as to Dr, K- 's Learning and Reputation; and 
„ had I not ſeen his Seermon differ fo much from his conſtant ChAgacr, 
© and (Pardon me Doctor) in many Places from Truth, I had never pre- 
* ſum'd to Anſwer it: But 7 need make the fewer Apolegies for my attack- 

'as Truth n a Canſe 
# Aſfiſtance and Conrage enough of it ſelf to ſupport me, had Dr, K — (76 


uſe a Mord of bis own ) Shin with the Title of an Archbiſhop : And as Fhave 
| PSI | | | * 


1 5 

fo brave and conftant 4 Champion an my Sid: TRUE. T ( if the 
Dean condeſcendi to anſwer me) W all I haue ſaid of the inſincerity 
(Ib almoſt ſaid Impoſſihility) of the Dead. Bed. Repentance of the Men of 
the diſtinguiſh'd Senſe, with my Name at length: But for the preſent (to 
uſe Mr. Foce: Wards to the Learned How) I think it beſt to continue retir'd, 
that the Caſe I haye enter'd upon may not come clog'd with the dead 
Weight of the Meanneſs and Imperfections of the Author; which muſt needs 
* be many, if as Dr. K_-reports ) 1 am Mad. By Mad 1 ſuppoſe he means 
ſo Great 4 Fool to expoſe my Liberty for ſpeaking the Truth of a Lewd D— 
and a Flattering Prieſt; but 1 ſuppoſe thoſe that diſcourſe 
me find me as far from DiftraFion as Dr. K-——Foe tells f See his Review, 
ww + * Madmen never mean. But 1 ſuppoſe the worſt Ene- Vol. V. Numb. 46. 
my I have will own 1 had fome Meaning in aſſerting | 
(what Dr, K- — can nOer diſprove) * that à Death Bed-Repentance is 
more hazardous to Dukes and Lords (Men of diſtinguiſh'd Senſe and Judg- 
ment ) than tis to the meaner finful Wretches. : 

Icon here ſufficient Revenge (i. e. diſprove) thu Mad Refle#ion ; bus. 
Self-Conceit is ſo natural to all Men, the Dofor wou d tax me with yet great- 
er Madneſs, cen d 1 expoſe him for ſpreading a Mad Story. However, if b 
Honaur me with a Private or Publick Interview, to debate Perſonally thoſe 
Erros I - &: e him with, ( for they remain hu Errors till he repents of the, 
or proves them none) I ſhall ſoon make it appear on which Side the Diſtracti- 
on lies, except he has lately found a NEW GOSPEL, (or PLANK) 
en which Dukes and Lords 7” ſwim to Heaven, after the Shipwrack of a good 
Conſcience ; Neither do I think thu any Bold Challenge; for tho I don't pre- 
tend to the Thouſandth Part of Dr. K Learning and Wit, yet I am 
fo Mad as to think I have agreat Advantage over him, as 1 have Old Goſ- 
pel Truth, and be a Now and Pernicious Error to defend, if be flill continues 
to ſay, A late Repentance rarely happens but in Men of diſtinguiſh'd Senſe 
* and Judgment, When Ames was invited to be Profeſſor at Francker, Epiſ- 
copius then at Leiden, in his Lectures un the Schools, read againſt Ames ; who. 
hearing of it, [ent a Bold Challenge that he wou'd come to Leiden, and before 
the Univerſity anſwer Epiſcopius ? Arguments, and oppoſe hi Determinations 
if he pleas'd, I know not why Truth (rh in as mean a Diſput ant 4 
D) mor be as Bold as Error: But Epiſcopius wiſely refus'd and 
declin'd it, knowing that Ames (h a Man of more Ordinary Parts ) had 


zone but Orthodox Tenents to defend, againſt his Groſs and DeftruFive Errors: 


And for the ſame Reaſon I cann t expect the Honour of either a Private or Pub- 
lick Diſpute with the Dean of P However, I here propoſe to defend in 
Perſon what I PubliſÞ'd in Print, to convince my Candid Readers what a moſt 
Erroneow, Vile and Flattering Age we live in, that a Man can't expoſe Adul- 
tery in, Duke or Lord, er preſume jo far as to prove @ Dean guilty of Error, 


I was told by Edward C Eſq; and ſeveral others, that Dr. x 
ſaid I was Mad, for daring to anſwer his Sermon in ſo Bold a Manger. If he 
never ſaid fo, I ask him Pardon that 1 :7h4s Publickly windicate my ſelf againſt 
4 RefieFion be never gave; but if he reports I am Mad, the Wrong is ſo 
Grear (as yell as fo undeſery'd) he gught in Honour to 35k mine. 


but 


4 
4 
4 

. 
: 
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1 | . 
but ſtrait he is thought Bold, or Mad. Woll, F this be to be Bold and Mad, 
Til make it my Daily Prayer * that I may be yet Bolder and Madder. . 

I confeſs I have had Vexations enough to have Craz'd 4 fironger Brain 

than mine, but my devoting my ſelf to 4 Studious Life (for about Ten Pars) 
has been ſuch a Happy Amuzement that my Underſtanding (I bleſs God ) was 
never clearer, or better, ſince I came inte Being, than it # now ; But if Dr. 
K to excuſe hu Sermon I have prov'd Erroneors, or Jeffery Stevins, ts 
conceal his Avarice, ( in griping my whole Eftate ) give out that my Brains 
are Turn'd by my Diſappointments, I ſhall then the great Wrong the 
Firſt as done to my Name, and the Laſt to my Ease; and the Proof of this 
( to Perſons that ent Poyſon'd with Prejudice, or by the Penſion they receive 
from em) will ſufficiently ſhew where the Madneſs lier: But I don't wonder 
that Deſigning Men, to excuſe themſelves, ſbou d declars 1 am Mad. 1 am nee 
the firſt Perſon that the World has call'd Mad for daring to ſpeak the Truth 
for 'ten't long fince David Jones, for laſhing the Uſurers in Lombard · ſtreet in 
# Farewel Sermon, Mr. Stevens, for refleSing on the Yearly Occurrences, Mr. 
Biſſer, for ſpeaking of Plain Engliſh, and Mr, Smithies, for reproving the 
Coffee-Houſe-Preachers, were ſaid to be Stark Made. 

Thus I have fairly prov'd my Remarks on Dr. K Sermon baue «as 
little Diſtraction in em as the Doctor has of Generofity in ſaying I am Mad, 
for no other Reaſon but my daring to call A Spade A Spade fer ( you ſee 
Reader) I'm ſo Mad as to call Whoredom, Gaming, Avarice, &cc. (and even 
the Errors of Dr, K ) by their Right Names. 


As to my Eſſay entitled Conjugal Perjury, Addreſs'd to the Husbands of 


Quality that keep Miſſes, J hope twill be found Bold, and convincing enough 


to reform fuck Noble Cullys who live in that Scandalous Sin: But finceFools 


and Rakes are the Major Part of the World, I muſt expect Abundance of Enc- 
mies upon the Account of this Satyr on Whoredom ; but as 1 hate the ow, 4 
Tant fear the other, and ſhall be unconcern d at the Reſent ment: Js 
Chaſtity is a Thing no Man need to be aſbam d of, aud he that's afraid"to 
fend it, deſerves not the Title of an Honeſt Hucband, If theſes Random She# 
Bit ſome Whoremaſters of Quality, they have no Reaſon to complain, ſince I 


cou d have a: eaſily deſcended to Particulars, ( as I baue is ſame few Inflances) 


ar have wrote in General Terms : However, an Eſſay upon Gonjugal Perjury 


D run in living fo lo long in that vile Practice. 


Addreſſing an Eſſay upon Whoredom to the Men of Quality that keep 
125 1 Boldneſs that ent common; ( for I don't know that they were 
ever tale d to before upon that Subject) however, a Reformation of Manners 
is as neceſſary for Dukes and Lords as for meaner Porſons, aud not to derogate 
from thoſe Excellent Reformation Sermons that were Preach'd both in Bow- 
Church and at Salters-Hall, I muſt take the Liberty to ſay, that ſome of their 


Directions were a little too General te affe the Hearts of ſome hardned Sin- 


ners: I have therefore in this Addreſs to the Keeping Cullys, diſcaver'd # 
Shorter Way to reform em 7 
that live in the AF of Adulte 

I call my Eſſay Conjugal Perjury, as the being falſe to the Marriage- Bed 
firikes at the very Heart and} Life of the Marriage*Knor, and difobvet it, 


— 


# certainly a proper Appendix to my Remarks on the Hazard the D-—— of 


ſetting a Brand upon ſuch Husbands of Quality 
tery. * 
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and ij the moſt Scandaloũs Perjury 45 can be namid, Men ( ſays the Inge- 
* nious Author of the World diſrob'd ) can never be truly fooliſh, or com- 
* pleatly wicked, without they are Followers of Women: But to temper em 
and then keep em in Lewdneſs, is Ten Times worſe. © © * OK 


For who can be accounted Wiſe 
Tho' ne'er ſo Rich and Noble. 
That's drawn by Luſt, or. Harlor's Eyes, | 
To be a Keeping Bubble? 1 19d ; mole lie; 
I know ( Reader) ſome will think me à little tos Bold with the Lords and 
Ladies of finful Quality, that wen d approve of my laſping the Little Sinners: 
But I am not of thu Opinion; for whatever ſome little ſneaking Chriitians 


may think, no Man can be too Plain and Boldin exclutuiing againſt Whoredom, 


Drunkenneſs, Swearing, &c, as / think, fince it uind Fire and Brimſtone 
upon Sodom and Gomorrah, there was never the like. If it be not time to be 
Plain and Short with Husbands of Quality that keep Miffes, (However dig- 
nify d and diſtinguiſh d) it is Time the World were at an Ent. 
I confeſs the Phyſick 1 give I extream bitter, but the Age is damgeron 
II. and the Remedy ( as 1 ſew in my Alireſi to the Keepin Cullys) maſt 
ſomething violent to be Efeftnal. Sin is EntrentVd in kn Advantageotis Poſt, 
and there's no coming to it in the ordinary May; ti no Battering of th! Out» 
works, nothing but Bombs and Fire works will di peſſeff it: I have therefore 
in this Eſſay upon Conjugal Perjury, given tht Husbands of Quality that keep 
Miſſes ſuch a frightful View of their Lewd Practicet, as may either ſcare or 
ſhame em into Chaſter Lives; and at ſome She Libertines (ar well a; tht 
D—; of C——nd) have been Notoriouſly known te have kept St —ns, I am 48 


Bold and Short with the Ladies of finful Quality ; for when they grow Lewd 


and Whoriſh, they remove to another Set of Beings, and muft not be treated 
as Ladies ought 12 are Cheſt and Virtuors. Then what Cowardly Chriſtians 
muſt they be that ſay I am tod Satyrical on Dr. K ——for ſmoothing over the 
D $ Whoredoms ? Sure ſuch Half Saints have no great Mind to n Refor- 
mation, or never heard of that Good Emperour AUGUSTUS, who was never 
angry with Accuſers, but thought it neceſſary that where there were Store of 
Vices, there ſhou'd likewiſe be many to Find Fault! But let others diſimble 
and fawn as they pleaſe, (come Lite, come Death,) I will ever aſſert I have 
done no more than my Duty, in detecting thoſe ſtandalous Whoredoms of the 
D of D.— bat Dr. K ( ſo Ingeniouſly ) ſmooth d over. 

1 am told by an Eminent Clergyman, that a Great Peer of the Realm intends 
to proſecute me for my Bold Remarks on Dr. K 's Sermon ; or (in Plainer 
Worat ) for daring to argue the Hazard of a Death Bed Repentance from the 
late Remorſe of the D of D But I Believe this Report is falſe, for 
His Grace is a PEER of Illuſtrious Piety, and of and Unblemiſh'd Life: And 
tis thought none will be oſfended with this Eſſay upon Whoredom, (or wit} 
my RefleFions on Dr. K for ſtrewing ſuch Fine Flowers on the Alul:erous 
Lift of the D - of i) ) but only ſuch whoſe Conjugal Perinry 45 expos'd 
and lamented iu it: But whatever the Event be, I hope Dr. K-—= will do 
me the Juſtice to ſay I have been a Fair Enemy; I mem to his Errors, for J 
am no Enemy either to his Perſon or Moderate Principles) for in my di An- 
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fwer, 1 ſaid enough to let him Fl who his Antagonift was 1 In my Second 1 


give Broader Hints ; and in my Third Anſwer (which I cal D at Con- 
feſſion ) Iſhall appear with my Name at Length; for it has ever been my Opi- 


nion, is A Baſe and Ignoble Thing to Publiſh that to all that we dare not 


own to any : And for that Reaſon I advance nothing in this Aare ſi to the 
Keeping Cullys, but I'll prove, if any guilty Perſon will wince, or ( upon better 
Information) will unſay, in the London Gazette, or in ſuch a manner as the 
Injur d Perſon deſires ; for it muſt be own'd, tis a Folly that attends Humane 
Nature to be miſtaken; but to be guilty of Errors andacknowledge and redreſs 
em on better Information, is all the Advance we can make towards theattain- 
ing that perfection which Humane Nature is capable of. But as Tal juflifie 
g Error, but will own and retra# it, ſo neither will 1 recant, or repent ſpeak- 
ing Truths I am able to prove. Then Reader, as I have keep exattly to Truth 
in my Remarks on the Adulterous Life of the D-_. of D in detecting 
#he Errors Dr. Kx . broach'd at his Funeral, and in this Eſſay upon Whore- 
dom, Addreſs to the Husbands of Quality that keep Miſſcs— I can't think 
any Perſou of Piety and Honour will appear ( ar I ſaid before) againſt my Re- 
marks on the Doctors Sermon; for 1 have ſaid nothing (under 72 of theſe 
Heads ) but what I am able and willing to prove, or ( which is all the Reſpett 
I can ſhew to Truth) upon better Information, am 8: ready to own by whom, 
and in what Reſpefis I was impos'd on. Now if after ſuch Honef# ana Candid 
Dealing a; this, 1ſpou'd fall in the Defence of Virtue, or for expoſing Vice, 
/twou'd ( as I ſaid in my Firſt Anſwer ) be Great and Honourable, and i ſhou'd 
only pity and pray for thoſe that hurt me. And therefore let my Enemies ſpeak 
and act as they pleaſe, I'll here endeavour to imitate that truly Pious and Cour 
rageous Divine Mr. William Biſſet. in ſpeaking of Plain Engliſh, and can t but 
baſh for theſe Cowardly Chriſtians who have ſo little Zeal for the Glory of 
God, or the Converſion of Sinners, as to call me Bold and Daring, for calling 

Adultery Whoredom in Dukes and Lords, We are like to have a Reformation 

of Manners, when thoſe ſpall be call Bold that dare ſtept out of the Common 

Road, to reprove and expoſe Whoredom ! Well, I can't but ſay there's Robert 
Tookey the Printer, and john Morphew the Publiſher of this Book, have ( by 

Printing their Names to it ) ſhewn more true Zeal and Courage 0 ſuppreſi 

Vice and Debanchery, than ſome Reverend Gentlemen I con d here Name, who 


Preach up a Reformation of Manners, but out of their Pulpits think it 4 Bold 


Thing to expoſe the Adultery of Great Men: But by your Leave Gentlemen, 


it no Boldnels ( bnt a great Truth) to tell a Mits that is kept, She's but the 


greater Whore for being a Duke's Miſs, or te prove Adultery a Damning Sin. 
+ ſhall therefore never think is the leaſt Boldneſs, that I argu d the Hazard of 
2 Dcath-Bed-Repentance, from the Adulterous Life of the D Of D. nn” 
But if the World will call me Bold for daring to ſpeak the Truth, let it be but 
ellow'd that I have made (either in this Adoreſs to the Husbands that live in 
Adultery, or is my Anſwers to Dr. K — ) any Advances towards the De- 
ftruction or Diſcovery of Vice; and but One, tho the ſhorteſt Step towards the 
Support of Firtue, which 1 ſuppoſe no Man will be ſo unjuft to deny me. I have 
gin my Grand Point in expoſing Conjugal Perjury. However, in this Efſay 
w20u Wharedom, I have Drawn my Pen againſt that lewd ( tho' faſhionable ) 
Pra#ice of Keeping Mifles, and (as was the D Darling . 
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have Addreſi d it to the Husbands of ws that keep Miſſes, To this Efay. 
np Conjugal Perjury, I have added The Secret Hiſtory of my own Failings ' 
(or D. at Confelfion ) which 1 writ ſome Nears ago, and had order d in 
my Will it fbou'd not be Publiff d till after my Death; but to convince the 
World I am as impartial to my own Failings as [am to the Errors of Dr. K=— 


I have now perſwaded my ſelf to Reviſe and Publiſh it, and have adapted the © 


Confeſhons ( where I foand it neceſſary ) to my Notions of a Death · Bed · Re- 
pentance. It may ſeem Strange, ( nay the Proud Hypocritical Phariſees will call 
it Madneſs) that in an Age wherein Men are for concealing their Sins, I ſhou'd 
make a Publick Confeſſion of mine,when they are only known to Almighty God 
and my ſelf : But I find David confeſſing his Adultery, and Manaſſes his I- 


latry, and St. Paul confeſſing himſelf to be the Greateſt of Sinners; and alſo 


I find that whoſoever confeſſeth his fins and forſaketh them (I ſincery do ) 
ſhall find mercy, Then I humbly and earneftly beg of that God that is the 
hater ot fin, and the Father of lights, that he will not deny me that Illu- 
minating, convincing Grace which is needful to make me know the State of” 
my own Soul, and that I may not forbear any True Confeſſion in relating The 
Secret Hiſtory of my own Failings ; which is neceſſary to my Exerciſe of Re- 
pentance, and to my Forgiveneſs. Then ſurely us ſerious Chriftian( and I mar- 
ter not the Cenſure of others] will blame me for making an Open Confe/ſion of 
my own Sins ; for with what Honour or Conſcience cou d I blame Dr. K | 


for ſmoothing over the Adulterous Life of the D—of DA... if 1 conceal in my 
elf any Sin I ſhou'd Publickly repent of ? No, were there nothing elſe to recan- 


mend my Remarks on Dr. K—'s Sermon, 1was reſolv'd to ſhew 1 can be impar · 


wy | 
tial: And the only Way I knew to be ſo, was to Publiſh The Secret Hiſtory of my 


own Failings ; by which you'll find I pretend not to be exempt from the Errors I 
obſerve in others but ſpeaking of them I often mean my ſelf. For my own Part, 
I muſt confeſi I find rough in my own Breaſt to damp my cenſuring others; and 
be that does not, let him fling the firſt tone, My Forty Years Experience in 
the World may have furniſh'd me with ſome Frailties to expoſe and lament ; 


but I muſt profeſs that the Knowledge of my ſelf has given me the greateſ# 
It muft be own'd, that in our Natures we bear the Seeds and Prin- 


Supply. 

ciple: of all Iniquity, and taking the whole Maſs of Mankind, all are ſtain'd 
with the ſame Sin; and no oxe won d appear better than another, were it not 
for the Grace of God correcting, or their living under different Circumſtances, 
Then Reader, don't grow proud or conceited, if you have hitherto liv'd without 


any ſcandalous Error; for let him that thinks he ſtands take heed left he fall. 


Dr. K little thought once of having his Notions of a Death-Bed-Re- 
pentance condemn'd by ſo mean 4 Writey 41.0 But the Doctor and I 
are not the only Inftances of Perſons that haven been miſtaken ; for were it 
not for Reſtraining Grace, there wow'd be no Difference between the greateſt 
Preciſian aud be that robs on the High Way. This is certain, an Ecliprick 
Line may be drawn throught the beſt Man's Zodiack ; for in many things we 
offend all. And 1ſpesk this with the greater Aſſurance, as the Examples which 
are interſpers d in this Secret Hiſtory of my own Failings, are taken from Paſ- 
fages of my own Obſervation ; ana { cite no Folly of which I am a Witneſs ; 
but I name no body, my Deſign in theſe Confeſſions being to expoſe my own, 
and not the Failings Saks Meu ; And ſure ] am, Ile is very uatiſt to expoſe 
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the Errors of others who FAO A. 2 1 kuow ſome will que ion 
my Diſcretion, for Publiſting A Secret Hiſtory of my own Errors; but I think 
ſuch Great Fools (or rather Mad) for ſaying ſo; for ſure I am, he that is 
aſham'd to confeſs the Illi he hath been conſcious of, ſhews too plainly he is 4 
great* many Leagues from Repentance, and is more in Love with his Sins than 
his Amendment: But if there is Joy in Heaven over one inner that repents, 
Ian's but think my Confeſſng my Old Errors ( and reſolving on a New Life) 
will ſet me Zeyond the Venom of Nl Tongues, — 
la that has all his own Miſtakes confeſs d 
Stands next to him that never has tranſgreſi d; 
And will be cenſur d for a Fool by none 
But they who ſee no Errors of their own. | 


No Good Man will diſlike any thing that endeavours to promote A Refor- 
mation of Manners.” Repentance 11 PLANCK (to uſe Dr. K Words) 
we Book- Merchants ha vi ſill left, on which we may ſwim to Shore; and having 
err'd, the Nobleſt Thing we can do is to own it. It is Shame to confeſs our 


Foe's Satyr 
npon himſelf, 
Pag. 6. : 


Crimes; there is no Deformity, no Blemiſh inthe Exerciſe of any Virtue. La- 


chcus's Reſtitution was not his Brand, but his Renown ; not his Stain, but his 
Ornament, And however mortifying it may be to the Dean ff (as com- 
ing from ſo mean a Perſon a; — D I think it my Duty to tell him, 
that wou d le retra# the Error he deliver'd concerning the Death · Bed Repen- 
rance of Men of diſtinguiſh'd Senſe and Jugement, in the ſame Pulpit where 
he deliver'd it, it wou'd be to his Eternal Honour ; and I ( almoſt ) perſwade 


* my ſelf he'll one Tim? or other give the World this Proof of his Great Humilty: 


Or if he don't, ( as 1 ſhall prove if he anſwers this) he makes One Error Ten 
by perſiſting in it, But he that repents by Publickly recanting his former Er- 
rors, ſhews he's a ſincere Lover 17 Truth, ( as I Hope Dr. K — if) an, need 
be as little aſtam d to come to Confeſſion at the Author of theſe Sheet. 
Reader, by theſe Confeſſions you ſee I am as ſenſible of the Beam in my own 
Eye as I am of the Moat in andthers, and have for ſome Tears taken up the 


Part of a Penitent, and am ſo hearty in it that I diſign to Publiſh (in 4 few 


at Confeſſion, or the Secret Hiſtory of my own Failings, &c. In 


Days) D 


wach Eſſay I make the whole World my Conſeſſor; and many things that 1 


con'd not confeſs to any one in particular, I there deliver to the Publick, and 
ſend my beſt Frienas to Honeſt Morphew, to inform themſel ves concerning my 
moſt Secre: Thoughts, What I here confeſs will direct the Innocent and dil- 
pleaſe the Guilty: But Reader, if in theſe Confeſſions thow findeſt any thing 


that looks like a Man that bar gone aftray, let my Penitent Tears (Sorrow 7 


Ftteft Livery) ſeck out my Extuſe in thine own Guilt, and then bluſh for us 
both, or at leaft excuſe my Sincerity and Freedom in this Publication. For 
to convince the World I can be Impartial, tis in thoſe Confeſſions : 1 as little 
complement my own Follys,” as 1 ds the Aculterous Life of V. late D-— 
of D or ige Errors of Dr. K Sir William Cornwallis ſai:h ef Mon- 
taiga's Efais, * That it was the likelieſt Book ro advance Wiſdom, becauſe 
the Authcr's own Experience is the chieſeſt Argument in it. And indeed 
foon'd every Man write A Secret Hiftory of his own Life, ( comprehending as 
rell hit Vices as Virtue: ) how n/eful won'd this prove to the Publick ? Far 
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ſuch a Secret Hiſtory ( or 3 if 92 ) may rather be wiſh'd for than 


expected, ſince Men have ever preferr d their own private Reputation before 
the real Good of themſelves or others: But however others may act, D— re- 
folvues to lead the Way in Confeſſing bu own Errors; and if by Confeſſing my 
own Miſtakes I can but Awake any one Soul out of the Dream of Sin, that had 
deſn d to defer his Repentance to a Death-Bed, I ſhall think my Labour was 
wel beſiow'd. I hope therefore every Great Sinner wild imitate my Stncerity 
and Method in theſe Confeſſions, and then I don't queſtion but he'll thank God 
on his Bended Knees, that I was ſo Mad (a5 ſome Fools and Knaves wi! call me) 
to lead the Way in Publiſhing A Secret Hiſtory of my own Failings. Tu true, 
Dr. K—tel's us that Men of diſtinguiſh'd Senſe and Judgment common- 
* ly awake out of their Dream of Sin on a Death- Bed : Bat alas ! 1 en't of 
that Learned Number; or if I were, my Life as been too much encumber'd ta 
venture Eternity upon that Hazard. And Reader, I wou'd have thee enter- 
tain the ſame mean Opinion of a Death-Bed Repentance as 7 de, and come to 
Confcſhen now, the not in that Publick Manner as Dr. K and I ought 
to confeſs and retract; (for as our Errors are Publick, our Confeſſions ought 
ro be ſo too) but at leaſt Privately to go to ſome Spiritual Guide, r whom you 
may diſcover your Sins without Fear of Shame, or Danger or Dijcovery : for 
the Plain Truth is, the Confeſſing of Sin in Order to the forſaking of it, is not 
ſo much Matter of Shame and Reproach as the committing of it; (Diogenes 
ſeeing à Lad ſneaking out of a Bawary- Houſe, bid bim hold up his Head, for 
he need not be aſham'd of coming out, but of going in) neither can the Con- 
feſſion of our Sins to a Piow and Able Divine, be any ways detrimental to 1s ; 
for in Point of Secrecy, the Miniſters of the Church of England ( as well as the 
Diſſenters) have al the Obligations to Privacy as the Prieſts of the Church of 
Rome, the they do not make ſuch a Noiſe about it; and what they receive (tub 
Sigillo Confeſſonis ) « as ſafely look'd up in a Proteſtant Breaſt as a Popiſh 
one: And 1 dare aſſert, wou d Men laden with Sin thus come Privately to Con- 
feſſion, they wou d find more Eaſe and Comfort in ſo doing than by keeping their 
Trowble.to themſelves, and ſuffer the Fire to burn Inward, and Prey upon their 
Spirits, for want of giving Air and Vent thereunto, But Reader, whether 
Dr. K or any others that have Publiſb d Errors, will come to Confeſſion 
or not, I have done it Sincerely and Plainiy in the Secret Hiitory of my own 
Failings ; and 1rhink it ſo far from Madncls, that I count is the Wiſeft and 
moſt Rational Act of my whole Life : For, what Man hath a Louder Call to 
Repent and C onfeſs his Sins than I my ſelf * For, 

1. I deſcenced from Parents that were Eminently Pious, and Holy, and have 


had both a Religious and Learned Education; tho my dull Brains (and more 


wicked Heart) have improv d neither as I ought to have done. 

2. I had the Hapfineſs of living Seven Years in the Family of that truly 
Pious and Eminent Citizen Mr. Thomas Parkhurſt ; where God was conſtantly 
(and moſt devoutly ) worſhip'd Morning and Evening, and Prentices us d 
more like Children than Covenant Servants. 

3. I have had Great Compaſſion from all my Creditors ; and the gratefu! 
Senſe of my Punctual Payments, (during the Sixteen Years that | traded with 
them) has iſſu d in ſuch a kind and honourable Opinion of me, that I was ne- 
ver once Arreſted on the Account of thoſe Great Loſſes | had in Trade; and 
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eou d nov { with Safety ) what my Knite at the Comprer-Gate, my Creditors 
all believing (or if they don't, thy wrong ine extreamly ) that I'll clear with 
che whole World that firſt Minuce I can: For, the Moneys lent me ſince my 
Misfortunes ( to buy Books, and carry on Projects ) being lent on my Solemn 
Promiſe ic ſhou d be paid out of my firft Profits, ic ought in Honour and 
Conſcience to be firſt diſcharg'd. 

4. I haven often been given over for Dead, by Reaſon of the Stone, Fever, 
Rheumatifm, Agnes, and violent Cong hi, and (till recover d; and have been 
as often deliver d from Fire, Shipwrack, Thicves, and of late, from a Bull- 


Dog that fell upon me with che utmoſt Fury. 


5. I have heard the Experiences, and enjoy d the Converſation of Great 


Sinners that have been cohverted. 
6. I have liv'd in a Rouſe where the Owner of it was perfectly well and 


dead in rhe ſame Moment. (A moſt ſtartling Providence, and ſhou d awake 


us all out of che Dream of Sn.) 

7. Inever knew any that Privately ſlander d me, ( and I cou'd name ſe- 
veral } but ſoon after there has been a Blaſt + upon their Reputation, and a 
fair Occaſion given ms ro clear my lanocence. 

8. I have the Daily Prayers of ſeveral Widows and Orphans, who I reliev'd 
{ and will always do fo ) when all others forſook em. 

9. I have always had Moneys lent me (or ſome New Project to produce 
Moneys ) in my greateſt Extremity. 

1D. (and Lafily ) By being my ſelt the Son of an Eminent Clergy man, and 
by marryirg the Pious Daughter ſ of ſuch an one, have had more Helps Hea- 
ven· ward than moſt others that can be nam d. 

Now, as Mercys, Warnings, and Deliverances, &c. have thus follow'd me 
all my Day! n0 Man ( as 1 [ar before) has had Louder Calls to repent, confeſs, 
aud forſake his Sins, than my ſelf : Now, as 1 often and ſerioufly think upon 
theſe things, my Couſcience tell; me I ſhou d aggravate my Sins all Ex- 
eu ſe, fhou'd I hug any Known Sin as 4 ſweet Morſel under my Tongue. Alas ! 
weether my Secret or Publick Sins have been ſo ſweet or Frienaly to me, that I 
ſbon d tale their Part, or be loth to leave em: No, T4 confeſs and forſake em 
44, ſo much at to a ſinful Thought, My Sins muſt expect no further Kinaneſs, 
or Quarter, from me; for they have been worſe to me every Day of my Life 
than all the Enemies that ever I had in the World : All the Diſappointments 
F ever met with from Relations, Trade, Uſurers, Malice, and ungrateful 
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* Piz. Mrs. Fuller, the Gardiner's Wife, mention'd in my Firſt Anſwer to 
Dr. K Pag. 16. | 
+ See the Paper cntit!'d The Wandering Spy, Numb. 7. and you'll find a 
mee: Stranger to me (for I know not the Author of that Paper) has ſufficieat- 
ly rereng d that unmannerly and ſneaking Treatment I have met from D. 
D F at Leeds, and other Places. 

+ 1 call her ſo, not only as (he was the moſt Pioas, Tender, and Faithful 
Wite that ever bleſs'd a Husband, but as Her Reverend Father, Dr. Samuet 
Anneſiy, told me at our firlt Interview, She had been a Child that had never 


fiſebey'd him in her whale Life, = 


Perſons, 


4 


1 

Perſons, have been next to _ fo 5 5 Compariſen of what in Soul and 
Body I ſuffer daily for, and by my ſelf and Sins. 

| Thus ( Reader ) you ſee I'm as little Infalible as Dr. K or any others 
that can be nam d. The Proud Phariſce ( as I hinted before) that wowed be 
thought more Holy than other Men, may blame me for thus expoſing my ſelf ; 
but 1 here come to Confeſſion that the World, ſeeing how Impartial I am to my 
own Failings, as well as 10 the Errors of Dr. K — —) my Remarks on his Ser- 
mon may be the mere likely to touch the Conſciences of ſuch that read them : 
And I can't give a greater Evidence of my Impartiality, than by di vulging my 
own Follys at the ſame Time I expoſe the Errors of other Men. Where a Man's 
Errors are Publick, ( for I en't for expoſing ſuch Secret Sins asſbou'd be confeſs a 
only to God) his Repentance ſhou'd 2 ſo too; and therefore in any Inſtance 
wherein 1 have err d, I here Publickly ask Pardon from God, and from Man 
tos, wherein I have done em the leaſt Injury. Oh! wou'd Time unweavemy 
Age again to the Firſt Thread, what another Man wou'd I he! For, ( «5 my 
Confeſſions abundantly ſbew ) I ſcarce ever did any thing in my whole Lite 
which I wiſh'd not to do again; and have been only wile after Misfortunes, 
However, the true Sign of Repentance is a thorough Change, 4 real Reforma- 
tion; and (I bleſ; God of all the Sins and Foly: of my whole Lafe, 1 find not 
one unrepented f: And if ( as St. Auſtin ſays) He that repents is well near 
* Innecent, I am to all Intents and Purpoſes, as Innocent as # Great Sinner 
* and Humble Penitent can be: Or ſuppoſe I wan't, what were all that to the 
Point in Hand? Dr. K Error concerning the Death Bed — 
* rance of Men of diſtinguiſh'd Senſe, a not condemn'd by the Name of Aut bars, 
* but Truth, Scripture and Reaſox : Thou waſt altogether born in fin, ſeys the 
* High-Prieft and Elders of the Sanhedrin, to the Por Man whom Chriſt had 
* heaFd, and doſt thou teach us? and yet the Poor Man was in the Right : 
And lan ſo, the I was the meaneſt ani vileſt of Scriblers, is my Argu- 
ment the worſe? Tho' my Juvenile Follys (which were never ſcandalous) may 
weaken the Reputation of the Author, yet I am ſure they onght not of my Ar- 
gument ; and if ſo, I am upon even Terms with the Doctor in Point of Rea- 
ſoning, the not in Point of Reputation and Learning, 

So that I have nothing to fear from the Dean of b with Reſpect ta 
the Confelliony I here make, (or my Anſwer to his Sermon at the Duke's Fu- 
neral ) for his Talent lies in concealing of Faults, (or the D of Doom 
cou'd ne er have miſi d of his Satyr.) Beſides, tis Inhumane to laſh a Pcritenc 
who fleys himſelf wit his own Whipping : To envenom any Man's Name by Aſe 
perfions, that freely tells us hi Crime, is to add Stripes with an Iron Rod, 20 

Vim who before hath fey d himſelf with his own Whipping ; and is always by 
4 Noble Mind look'd upon with great Diſdain. 

But whether the Doctor ſmooth over my Errars as he did thoſe of the Ouke, 
or whether he laſhes me for em, Im not un:aſy about it; for as Oldham ſays, 
* I wear my Pen as others do their Sword, and am prepar'd to meet the moſt 
Furious Paſs the Doctor is able to make; which ( as big as it looks) [can't 
think is a Proud Challenge, for TRUTH i my Captain in this War, and I 
dare march wheraſoever he leads me, But if the DoJor retrafs his Error ( as 
"tis thought be will) there will be no need of a Paper Duel. I can't but think 
theſe free and Publick Confeſſions will ſet me beyond Slander, aud even the Laſp 


of 
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of the Dean of P— Hr, oh my R 6 mY many, they were never ſcandalous 
and I have a ſort of Right, by this Publick Confeſſion, to challenge the Doctor 
ro ſay his worſt . Thu" as I have been at Confeſſion, I ſcarce think the Dean 
will ſo far diſgrace his Character as to treat me with hard Names; but whe- 
ther he does or not, I wou'dnot have theſe Confeſſions to make on # Death Bed; 
When I come to die I wou'd have nothing to do but to die: And therefore les 
the World cenſure as it pleaſe, and the Doctor make what Uſe of theſe Confeſ- 
ſions he will, I'll never conceal any Sin or Folly I ought to confeſs ; for 1 prefer 
the Satisfaction and Innocence of my own Breaſt to Honour, Reputation, _ 
hing. Conſcience makes Cowards of us all, bus Confeſſion is the Way 10 
%s Clean and Courageons, by inveſting us with new Innocence: Which made me 
ſay, C in my Firſt Anſwer to Dr. K) © Had the Duke commanded his Chap- 
lain to Preach Abroad, and let all Men kuow what a Lewd Sinner he had been, 
* we ſhou'd all have thought him a true Penitent. But the Duke was loth to 
expoſe himſel, and ( thinking perhaps that he might recover) run the Hazard 
of only making a Private Confeſſion ; ( for had he order'd a Publick Remon- 
firance againſt Whoredom, Dr, x wou'd have made it known.) But let o- 
thers act as they pleaſe, I think Publick Confeſſion of Public Errors # Duty; 
and I have been very ſincere in it, and heartily wiſh all my Readers may repent 
of their Secret and Publick Sins, and enter with me on a New Life. Nom (Reader 
however theſe Confeſſions are taken, I am ſure they are _—_ meant ; for 
Conſeſs my Errors 0n purpoſe to ſhame my ſelf out of Love with them ; neither 

had I ever Publiſh'd An Idea of a New Life, * but #t 4 

*Tis the Name Teſtimony againſt my ſelf, if ever I fell into the like Er- 
of a Book I Pub- rors again. Reader, I haue here been at Confeſſion in 
liſh'd ſome Years General Terms, aud ſhall be more partteular and larger 
ago. in it, in that Secret Hiſtory in my own Failings, which I 

am now preparing for the Preſs, and ſhall Publiſh by Way 
of Appendix to my Remarks on Dr, K s Sermon Preach'd at the Funeral 
of W—_—late D--— of D Thus with the Pelican I have diſſeFed my 
own Breaſt, to let you ſee where the Defects of H umanity refide ; but did ne- 
ver underſtard that thereby I was barr'd from enquiring into what I thoughe 
* Erroneous in Dr. KX Nt know ¶ Reader) this Anfter is no Party Quarrel; 
Jo- the Reverend Doctor was ever a Great and Shining Ornament to the True 
Church, ( /mean the Moderate Church of England ; ) and in that Communion 
T intend to live and die: Yes, (Reader) I — om my ſelf A Church man, 5ut 
n Bigot to any Party. I ſhou'd not have Charity for my ſelf, if I thought [ 
© had not Charity to all Good Men, of what Perſwaſion ſoever: Aud hm thus 
Charitable to all Partys, as believing all Deuominationt of Proteſtants (hola 
ing the Fundamental Articles of the Chriflian Faith) of the ſame Church. And 
ſeciug they all agree to extirpate Whoredom, Drunkenneſs, and all Debauchery, 
oug/2t ne longer to call one another Schiſmatick, but to Love and Unite as 
Brethren. 

Reader, this being all I think neceſſary to ſay either of the Anthor of theſe 
Sheets, or of his Anlwers to Dr. K I here bid thee farewel till I meet 
thee again in the following Leaf, and in my Appendix to theſe Remarks; 
—_—_— if you'll make good Uſe of a Secret ) you ſhall meet D at 

onfeſſion. 
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a. 


TW Aving in the Firff Part of my Anſwer to Dr. K 's Sermon 
Preach'd at the Funeral of W late D- of Dn — 


1 
— 


fairly {and largely) argu'd the Hazard of a Deaih-bed repentance 

from the late Remorſe of that Great Man; having alſo in the 

foregoing Preface, made ſome Further Remarks on Dr, K. s Sermon preach'd 

ar the Duke's Funeral, I ſhall here (as I promis d in my Firſt Part) proceed 

to the reſolving that Nice Queſtion, How far a Death- Bed Repentance ( ſuch 
as was that of the D of D is poſſible to be ſincere ? 

I have in my Firft Eſſay on the Hazard of a Death. Bed. Repentance, largely 
prov'd (contrary to Dr, K=——"$ Aſſertion) that Men of diflingurſh d Senſe 

and Judgment rarely awake out of their Dream of Sin on a Death Bed; but 
that Death- Bed-Repentance (if there be ſuch a thing) more frequently hap- 
pens to ordinary Abilities, to the Men that have little finn'd againſt light 
and Knowledge, to the meaner finful Wretchcs, ( as Dr. K calls em) 
than it does to Dukes and Lords, (the Men of diſtinguiſb d Senſe and Juag- 
ment. I confeſs it may ſeem unſcaſopable and morole, to deny the Value 
of any kind of Repent ance, in ſuch an Age as this, wherein there is a Generati- 
on ariſen, Oh how loft y are their Eyes! and their Eye-lids lifted up with 
Scorn and Diſdain of all Religion! An Age ſo irreligious! that it ſeems ne- 
ceſſary to gather up all the Fragments, tho but of à ſeeming Piety, and make 
the moſt of them, rather than to call Things to ſo ſtrict a Ballance ; A thinner, 
and more dilute Repentance than would formerly have admitted a man into 
# viſible Church, may at ſuch a time as this, hope for Heaven. 

To all this I muſt anſwer, Fir, the Looſeneſs of an Age does not ſlack- 
en or diſſolve Eternal Laws : Wiſdom abates nothing of its Price, of that time- 
ly and Early Search after it; whether Men think Good co give it, or whether 
they will forbear. Pl N 

All the Severities of Scripture that make the way to Heaves narrow, and 
the Gate rait, ftand like 2 Rock, from Generation ro Generation, abke in 
all times: Nothing that is prodigally looſed on Earth, in Compliance with a 
Licentious Age, will be therefore looſed in Heaven. | 

The goedly Price of a Ch” Tr ar-which- God is priz d by 
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Men, even then when Religion i: 8 the - is rejected with Indignation ; 
and the Everlaſting State purchas'd by it, may be ſadly call'd ax Aceldama, 
a Field of Blood. | 

So that we may find, in the very Notion of a Death-Bed-Repentance, ( as 
well as in Dr, K Erroneous Notions concerning the Death Repen- 
tance of Men of diſtinguiſb d Senſe and Judgment ) enough to ſhew the Sea- 
ſonableneſs of this Enquiry, How far s Death-Bed-Repentance is poſſible to be 
fncere? For the very Notion of a Death-Bed-Repentance imports a deſign 
to die well: And we fe very few, and thoſe few depriv'd of the common Mo- 
deſty and Sobriety of Mankind, and who thereupon become a horrid Story; 
but (like the late D of D die at left in a fair and calm Tem- 

er towards Religion : Now if we join to this, that of many Millions for one, 

every one dies as he lives, not only as the Tree falls, ſo it lies; but as it hath 
enclined along its Growth, ſo it falls. How great is the Neceſſiry then of li- 
ving well, that we may die well? For this Death Bed-Repentance, that rigs 
and ſets at the ſame time, generally proves but a Falling Star. That Re- 
pentance only wheels orderly into a higher Orb, that hath given Proof, it was 
à True Light, by ſhining here for ſome conſiderable Space. 

Agood death receives Being from a Holy Life; elſe there is not ſuch a thing 

in Nature, no not in Grace, except by miracle of Grace. , 

Thus far have I made Apology for the Seaſonableneſs of this Enquiry, How 
far a Death-Bed-Repentance u poſſible to be ſincere ? I ſhall not wander from 
the Univerſal Doctrine ot Divines in this Point; except it ſhould ſeem too 

high a Strain to place this Repentance (when true) among Miracles, as I did 
in my firſt Anſwer. to Dr. K For there I aſſert, * if the late D of 
5 — repented in Earneſt, ( after ſinning ſo long and often againſt Light and 
* Knowledge) hu Repentance might be call'd a Miracle: And ſo might any 
* Man's elſe, that liv'd in Adultery ( like the late DO of D ) al 
" hi Life, with Hopes to repent (ſincerely) on 4 Death-Bed, aud did really 
* do ſo. To juſtifie this Aſſertion, I have the Warrant of Sacred Story, the 
Dying Convert: Which being the only Example of ſuch a one in Holy Writ, 
was in the Days of the Meſias, that great period of miracles ſingled out upon 
that greateſt Occaſion ; viz, Te diſplay the Power of the dying Mediator to for- 
give Sins, not only upon Earth, but in his loweſt Humiliation ©, Which ar- 
gues the late D of D-'s Repentance ( if he did fincerely repent ) 
a very great Miracle. And the ſame thing may be ſaid of the Death-Bed- 

f Repentance of any other Perſon of diftinguiſh'd Senſe and Judgment, 
who lives in Adultery all his Life, with hopes to repent on a Death- 
. bed, Tis true, Dr. K does not think the Death · bed · repentance of 
1 ſuch Men as theſe a Miracle, or would ne'er have ſaid ( in the Ser- 
5 mon he Preach'd at the Duke's Funeral }.* ſuch as theſe are allow- 
ed the Benefit of Sickneſs,they commonly awake out of their Dream of Sin: But 

| ' ns New and Uncharitable as the Doctrine may ſeem to the Men of diſtinguiſp- 
e Senſe, I ſhall (in anſwering the Queſtion, How far a Death-Bed-Repentance 
is poſſible to be ſincere? prove it a Mu cle if the D of D (or any 
others that keep Miſſes with a Defign to repent on a Death-Bed) ever ve- 
pented fincerely, Tis true the generality of Men that have been ar all ac- 


Judinted with the Name of Repentance, and underſtood in any meaſure the 
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Importance and Signification of the thing, acknowledge it beyond all Diſppts 
neceſſary : Vet they allow themſelves a Leiſure for the Performance of it, 
and ſacha Leiſure as ſwallows the whole time of Lite, and leaves only the laſt 
and loweſt part of it, for the Difcharge of lo great a Buſineſs, So that thei 
Repentance, if any at all, falls out to be (like the late D—of D ——'5) 
a Death Bed-Repentance, Viet! * 
The Inconveniences of which are unexpreſſibly great, becauſe the Lives of 
Men are left Naked of that Holineſs and Purity that ſhou'd adorn them, and 
all over blotted with Luſt and Vanity: Their Coaverſation wants * light 
of good Works that ſhould ſpins before Men, and glarifie God in Heaven, Their 
if is withoxt Form, and word, and darkneſs 15 upon the Face of it. And 


in che end they are caſt upon the great Sea of Eternity, as in a Veſſel of Pa- 


per, a thin and ſuperficial Repentance. | | 
It is therefore moſt neceſſary to uſe all means to ſhew the Inſufficiency (l 


might almoſt add Impoſlibility ) of a Death. Bed Repentance, which moſt of 
thoſe that live in Common under the Profeſſion of. Chriſtianity, defign while 

they live, to fly to when they die. To demoliſh this Houſe upon the Sand (that 
Dr. K has built, by ſaying, * Men of diſtinguiſt d Senſe and Judgment ' 
commonly awake out of their Dream of Sin on a Death-Bed) that Men may 
not by hopes of Shelter at it, conceiv'd long before-hand, be kept off from 


- laying their Foundation upon a Rock; which poſſibly they wou d do, if theſe 


. 


Hopes were cut off, * RI 
And becauſe the Inftance of the Thief on the Croſs hath been generally ta- 


ken as an Inſtance of great Favour to alate Converſion ; not that it is indeed 
Fo, but that ir ſeems to be ſo, 1 ſhall ſhew how little che Poſſibility of a 
Death Bed Repentance can be argued from that dying Miracle of the-Thief's 
Converſion, and (hall fully prove it a Miracle, 4 
For I obſerve Divines in their Doctrine concerning the Danger of a Death- 
Bed. Repentance, are careful to reſt out of the Hand of preſuming Imagina- 
tion, this Example, and to allay the vain Confidence built upon it. 
ladeed the Miſtake of it Is very fatal, ſeeing if it be duly donũdered, there 
is nothing more forcible againſt whar it is pretended for than it. Ita true, it 
is a Relation of a Dying Man returning from great Sins to God ; but ſo Cir- 
cumſtantiated, ſo defended on all Hands againſt Boldneis upon it, that there 
might have been more reaſon to hope well of Laſt· Breath Penitencys, or of 
a Man's only ſaying, Lord have mercy on my Soul, when he gives up the 
Ghoſt, if there had not been'a Pattern of ſuch a-one ia all points, as much a- 
bove the Imitation of the late Db of D — and en of diftinguiſh'd Senſe 
and Judgment of our days, as the Heaven is above the Earth. It is ſuch a 
one, as if God had ſaid of it, F I accept 4 Dying Repentauce, behold this, con- 


Hader it every way, aud take notice by it, what à one I will haves, 


The end therefore [aim at is to make it evident upon General Reaſons, and 
particularly from the inſtance of the Theif on the Croſs, that a Death- Beds 
Repentance is a Hazard ſo Infinitely great, that no Man can without Folly 
extreamly prodigions commit to ſo much Adventure; for that there it ſcarce 
any Poſſibility of repenting {incerely on a Death Bed. Repen:ance will appear, 
1. By obſerving the fulgmeut of Di vines concerning this Caſe, and bal- 
lancing the moſt ſa veurable with the more ſroere. 
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2. Ey ditecting the miſtaleſ that have given a Reputation to A Death · Zed · 
Repenrance, by Dr, R. Is Sermon Preach'd at the D. - of D---'s Funeral. 

3. By examining the moft hopeſyl Appearances of this kind of Regentance, 
both in the late 5. of and other Death - bed Repenters) and 
ewing there are plain Cauſes of them very much below the Nature of trug 

Repent ance, wherewith I will compare them. 1 
4. By obſerving the extraordinarys of which the Repentance of the convert 
ed Thief un the Croſs was compos'd, becauſe of which it can hardly be drawn 
into a Preſident. | 2 | 

To all theſe I will ſubjoyn preſſing Conſiderations on every fide ; that Men 
bat more eſpecially the Men of 999%, "Hh Senſe and judgment) ud not 
delay their return to God to s Death bed. | 

For the Firſt, the Judgment of Divines in the Point, I begin with that 
ſeverer one; yet built upon great Piety, and Reaſon that aſſerts it a plainly 
Impoſſiblt thing, a Man on his Death-bed ſpou d repent with that Repentance 
the Scripture ſo oft diſcourſes of, and promiſes Pardon to, and threatens the 
neglect of with periſhing, and therefore concludes, a dying man that hath 
not already repented maſt needs fall, not into the Sin of deſpair ; (For who 1 
Bound to hope, that hath not the Reaſons of his hope given him by God?) but 
into the miſery of deſpair : For how miſerable ts he whom God hath left to the 
boiting Sea of bis own Horrors, and thrown him out no Anchor of Hope? 

Noy if theſe Aſſertions be true, (as I ſhall prove they are) what Charity 
can we have for Dr, xs ſaying, * The D— ſeem'd at laſt to have ob- 
tulu'd bis defire of being in Peace with God, and that he fell aſleep, not meer- 
U an Antient Roman, but rather like a good Chriſtian? and of Mr, 
* Ev iffrh's declaring his End was [o ſedate, ſo penitential, and ſo Saint-like, 
that he had hi Senſes in Chriſtian contrition, to the laſt ; ond cloſed his Life 
ite a ſubmiſſive Lamb? | EY 
Nou however this Sentence upon the Improbability / I had almoſt ſaid Im- 
poſſibility)” of the late D— of D———'$s (and other Libertines) repenting 
on a death-bed may ſeem Rigorous, yet when we conſider the ponderous Ar- 
guments it uſes, it may rather amaze us than provoke one Cenſure : For, 

Ef, it is verry irreconcilable with the Glory of God, that Men who have 
had the Knowledge of God; nay, who have profeſs'd their belief of both the 
Truth and Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion, (as the D of D — 
did) and have been call'd upon all their Lives to give up themſelves to him, 
ſhouꝰd be accepted; when they pour out to him the lces and dregs of Lite, in- 
ſtcad of the generous Spirits of it : That he that hath had in his Flocka male 
ſhou'd vow and facrifice to the Lord a corrupt thing, and yet eſcape the Curſe 
of a deceiver. The Expreſſions of Scripture are innumerable, in which God 
diſavows ſach Proftitu:ions of his Grace, but ſeals ſuch, e re they are aware 
under hardneſs of Heart, and a Reprobate Senſe to deſtruction. ; 2 
2. It appears impoſſible there ſhou d be a diſcharge of the Dutys of Re- 
pentance when Men are a dying; that they ſhou'd draw within the hollow 
of that little Span, (that is alfo otherwiſe encumbred) the valtneſs of that 
AQtion that is neceſſary to take off the Guilt ofa long Impenitency. | 

That a Man ſhou d live the Life of Holineſs, that is juſt a dying; that the 

Tree that bath becn always barren, ſhou'd bring forth good Fruit now ha a 
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hewing down. Theſe things are in a manner impoſſible ; how can Repen- 
tance plant it ſelf in the Soul, and ſertle gracious Habirs there in fo ſhort a 


— 


Space? Or in an inſtant, by Mortification root out thule Luſts, and finful Af- 


fections, that have been many years eatiog into the Heart? Repentance muſt 
have a time for Fruits, and thoſe Fruits for ripening, and Conviction ; which 
à death-bed will not afford: So that it cannot be that Repentance of the Goſ- 
pel, but at the beſt only ſome firſt Strokes of it, Hence it evidently appears, 
if the late 0 — of D did make his Peace with God on hu deat b. bed, 
(as Dr. K —— ſays he did) and dy'd in that Peni tential, Saint · lile manner, 
as Mr, Griffith mentions, twas no leſs than a Miracle; for at beſt his Re- 
morſe was but a death bed-repentance, and that is ſcarce poſſible to be ſincere, 
if you conſider, 
3. There muſtbe a living to God, before a Man dies to God. It is the Su» 
pream Law, every one muſt glorifie him here on Earth, and finiſh the Work 
he hath given them to do in the World. They muſt work the works of him that 
-fent them while it is day, before the Night cometh, in which no Man can 
work, After this Men are receiv'd into the Glory of God, 
4. In Repentance ve mult be in the ſame Circumſtances of Temptation we 
were in, in the time of Sinning; how elſe is it poſſible it ſpould be ſincere ? Bur 
this with Dr. K——"s leave) could not be the Caſe of the D——of D —-- 
on his Death-bed ; for * be too hard to find in what the ſtare of a dying 
Man differs from that of him that is already dead, as to this buſineſs of Re- 
pentance ; but that he may as well be allow'd to repent that is entred into 
Eternity, as he that ſtands on the very Brink of it. 8 
This Cenſure cannot be injurious to Men living, and in their full Opportu- 
nity: Suppoſe in Speculation it ſtretebes Principles of great Weight and Truth 
too far, yet it recompences for it felf by the wholeſomeneſs of it reduc'd to 
Practice; for who can ſuffer by being neceſſitated to ax early Repentance, ſo 
much his Duty, ſo much his Safety? | 
Further, it is moſt undoubtedly true of moſt Mens Death. bed. repentance, 
(as well as of the D— of D ——*$) That it is too ſudden, too muſhromo 
a Birth to have any fincerity in it, This Repentance almoſt univerſally vi- 
thers before it grows up, and proves an Abortion ; whether it come to the 
Trial of a longer Life, wherein it vaniſhes as a Cloud, and former Impiety 
returns, (as I prov'd in my Firſt Anſwer to Dr. & P. 17.) or whether 
it paſs immediately into Eternity, where it ſinks down into miſery ; for at- 
tempting the Regions of Life, and wanting the Purity that riſes thither, it is 
beaten back with all its Pretenſions, as a Foggy Exhalation, that wou'd climb 


to Heaven, butis forc'ddown, and made to reſt below: So that for the Uni- 


verſality of Death-bed-repentances this Judgment is truly calculated. Bur 
tho“ A Death bed-repentance u ſcarce poſſible to be Sincere, yet it can't be 
deny'd, it that which appears a Meſſenger of death ſhou'd have a ſecret Re- 
prieve in irs Inſtructions, and what ſeems a Death bad, prove only a diſcipline, 
but it may be a happy beginning of a true Repentance to him who lives, after 
his being near the Grave, to perfectit; according to that of Fob 33. v. 22,23, 
Thus this Opinion doth not cut off ihe Action of its deſperate Perſon; and 
if by that Acton he paſs the Needles Eye, and get through the frait Gate 
of Rpcatance and Regeneration, it will be able to give him no ang 
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For thoſe to whom the Two leav'd Gates of haith and Repentance open, this 
Air of Diſcourſe cannot bar, that rhey ſhould not enter inte Life. 
Bat on the other fide, Men of diſtinguiſb' Senſe and Judgment, that are 
confident, and make themſelves ſure of Repentance and Mercy, cannot when 
they meet the ſolid Obſtacles of things, force their way by rhe Breach of their 
Mouth; bat they and their intended Repentance are together lock d up in the 
Cloſeneſs and Cowpadctedneſs of thoſe decrees: Firft, they cannot repent, then 
they cannot be ſav'd. | | | (4 


$o that you ſeè upon the whole, tis ſearee poſſible that the late DO of 


D———$ Repentance ſhou'd be ſincere, or that any Men of diſtinguiſb d 


Senſe and fudgment ſhou'd repent fincerely on a death-bed, that ( like the 
mm ) had liv'd in Adultery many years, in hopes to repent 
at laſt : and ler ſoch a deciſion of this Caſe be never ſo auſtere, it is a thou- 
ſand times more juſt than the delay of our Return to God in the Contemplati- 
on of doing it on à death · bed. ö 4" a W 
But let us come to that renderer: Apprehenſion of the generality of Divines, 
who ſay a death bed-repentance may'be fincere ; with which I will concur, that 
all things of diſpute may be taken away in ſo great a point. Let it then be al- 
low'd that the D---of D obtain'd his defire (as Dr. K. words it) of being 
in peace with God, after waſting the time of his health in Adulterous Practi- 
ces, and that a Oenth-bed-Repenranceisno Impoſſibility. I fay,let this be allow d. 
' Firſt, In Regard of Infinite Mercy, that cannot be limited, but by it ſelf 
Now long lmpenitency, tho' it be often doom'd irrevocably by God in particular 
Generations of Men, or Perſons; yet is not that Sin that ſpall never be for- 
given: Nor is it upon that Account that the Scripture ſaith of ſome, I i, 
impoſſible to renew them to Repentance, So that tho'there be many Examples 
ot ſuch [mpenirency that hath proy'd in the Event unpardonable, yet not from 
the preciſe Nature of the Thing it ſelf: We may rather believe, that as the 
unmeaſurable Being of God hath del ghted it ſelf in ſo many Varieties and 
Gradations of the Creatures, down from Angels to the: darkeſt Footſteps of 
himſelf in the World; ſo the unſearchable Riches of his grace is made known 
in all kind; of Pardons. As therefore it hath choſen ſome of the worſt of 


Sinners for the Sorts of rheir Sins, chiefeſt of Sinners, and brought them 


home; ſo ſome that have made the utmoſt adventure of continuance in fin, 
(of which we have à remarkable Inſtance in the Earl of Marleburg, the Earl 
of Rocheſter, and Sir Alan Broderick, as | hinted in my Firſt Anſwer to Dr, 
K ) that in theſe manifold Glaſſes it might be ſeen, Where fin hath a- 
Bounded grace hath aboundedmuch more. | 

2. Let this be allow'd, Tho' the Time of this Repentanc be ſhort and narrow, 
and the Dutys of Repentance exceeding long and broad ; yet where there are 
found the true Signatures of Repentance unfeigned, God beholds the Fruit in the 
Sced and Root, he knows the Perfetion of his own Creation, tho*' Infant, or 
we may conceive ſuch #xJowuaſs in Repentance, Repentance born ont 
of due Time, as St. Paul was in the Apoſtleſhip ſuddenly accompliſhed, 
tho they had not the Regular Time of forming, like a Nation brought forth 
in a Day, (D. Cyprian de cu domini.) © Thus thou Lord anointeſt in a Mo- 
ment Herdſmen into Porphets, Shepherds into Kings, Publicans thou or- 
© daineſt Apoſtles ; nor doth their Languor take Leifure to remove whom 
© rhon recovereſt, but in that very Moment thou makeft them every whit whole, 


f whercia they have thee for their Phytirian, 3. Ler 


„ 
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3. Let this be allow'd, A tbo! there 1 according to the. General Rule, 4 
Neceſſity of living to God here in the World, yet God may diſpenſe with the 
Continuation of drawing out of the Action of it in theſe late Penitents, (fach 
as the D of D——) as we cafily allow in the Caſe of Infants, or Men 
dying within ſhort Space after a Repentance begun, upon fad Confideration, 
and not in the Exigency of a Sickneſs. | 
In the mean Time, it is not at all ſappos'd, thar God diſpenſes with the 
Sincere Preparations and Reſolyedneſs of rhe*Mind to that Acton; but that 
they muſt be moſt true, ſound and unfeigned, and the very Action .it ſelf ac- 
cording to the Time high, full, and molt fignificaar ; and as extraordinary 
as the Repentance it ſelf, INES MY 
4. Let this be allow'd, Tho the Condition of a Man dying do in many Regards 
nearly reſemble the State of him that is already in Eternity, as he is under 
Neceſſity of leaving Sin and the World. and ſet at a Diftance from Temptation ; 


yet it differs in that great Circumſtance, that he is not in Termino, he is nor 


fix d upon his unchangeable Point, he hath not undergone that Sentance that 
immediately paſſes upon the Soul removed, and ſo may not neither have ſuf- 
fer'd that more ſecret one, conceiv'd by God upon long Provocation. 

whole Time of Life may be a Time of Grace, and he that hath not yer been 
concluded by the Incummutability of Eternity, may hear the Voice of Chriſt, 
and enter into his Reft, St. Cyprian, who is poſitive, That whenever a Man 
is launch d into another World, he finds no Room for Repentance; he is 
out of the Climate of Repentance, who is beyond the Line of Time. Yet 
* heallows the greateſt Liberty to Repentance in this Life ; For he ſays, © No 
© Repentance is late, that is earlier than the Grave, He ſays, Here a Man 
takes hold of Life, or loſes ir for ever. Vet he grants, It is porſible by 
* Repentance, tho' we are juſt a dying, to be ſafely landed in a Bleſſed Im- 
© mortality, And when the Soul hath left its Inner Reſidences, and is now 
* firting upon the Dying Lips before irs laſt Farewel ro the Body, and 
© when in Haſt to be gone, yer even then Infinite Clemency diſdains not Re- 
* pentance, nor accounts that late that is true, hor deprives that of Pardon, 
vhich hath the free and full Act of the Soul in Return to him. Yea tho“ 
© (as he goes on) this Repentance had irs firſt Riſe from Neceſſity; yet 
© neither that, nor the Immem ſeneſs of Guilt, nor Scrairneſs of Time, nor 


© the Lateneſs of the Seaſon, nor the Foulneſs of former Actions, foreprize - 


© from Pardon. when the Humiliation is fincere, and the Soul exchapges 
* impure Delights for thoſe of Holineſs without Counterfeit or Diſſimulation. 
* It may ſeem in all thoſe Diſcourſes that he had forgot to.enter a Caution 
againſt Preſumption;but it is to be conſiderꝰd, whi'e he thus frankly pours out 
himſelf, he was invitingPerſecutors of Chriſtianity into theConfeſſions of it, whom 
he would not have debarr'd with the Senſe of ſo great paſt Oflences againft it. 
This therefore is not to be preſs d beyond the defign of the Excellent and Ho. 
iy Writer, but will very weil agree with all that I am preſently to add as a 
Ballance to this favourable Judgment on a Death bed-repentance, and in a 
moſt particular manner on the late Remorſe of the D— of D For 
as that moſt prudent diſcourſe of the right uſe of the Fathers Daile) teach- 
es us, we muſt always attend their Scope; in the purſuit of which they were 
often tranſported toward the other Extream. | ne | 
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But that 2 Death-bed-repentance — 4 Nature of the Thing is no Impoſſ2 
bility, we have fulleſt Aſſurance in the Converted Thief on the Croſs ; wherein 


we ſee one in a Moment conceived, brought forth, and even a grown Man in 
Repentance ; one paſſing through ſome ſhort Inſtants of Holy Action and en- 
tring into Paradice, like Aaron's Rod budding, bloſſoming, and bringiog forth 


Tipe Almonds in a Night, and laid up in the Sanctuary for ever. That it was 
moſt probably the firſt Call he had to Repentance, agrees fully with the Inten- 
tion of my Diſcourſe ; which granting ſo much as a Poſſibility, wou'd yet take 
all Advantage againſt ſuch Preſuming Adulterers as the late D— of D 
that living daily under the Offers of Grace, and yet deſpiſing them, commit 
themſelves firſt to the Intentions, and at laſt to the faint Motions of a Death- 
bed-repentance. To whom that Admonition of St. in is moſt ſcaſonable, 
concerning the Inſtance of the Converted Thief. If we reſpe# ( ſays that 
Great Man) h Opportunitys for attaining Faith, his Repentance was no# 
* 700 late, but early and ſoon ; he took the very firſt Seaſon, as ſion as ever he 


* deſeried Chriſt and Religion he embrac'd them. He did not wretchedly cheat 
+ * himſelf of the Remedies of his miſerable Condition, by adjourning the Uſe of 


* them to a late and uncort ain Futurity, which ſeldom or never ſucceeds wel. 
So that from all theſe Alomance, (or Grants) the Caſe is clear, we ought 
not to judge the late B of D - —-'s (or any other Man's) Eternal State; 
for (as I aid in my Firſt Anſwer to Dr. x * Secret Thing s belong to God,; 
and therefore as God's Mercys are Infinite, I am willing to hope that the 
* late D—0f D—— ( after ſpending vaſt Sums of Money, and a great Part 
* of his Life in Whoredom) is now (if he fincerely repented of it) a Glo- 
* rify'd Saint in Heaven. This Conſideration leads me therefore from the 
moſt favourable the Light Side of this milder Sentence, (or Allowances) to 
the Black and Dark Part of it, That is to ay, There is an Infinite Hazard 
whether God will giue Repentance at the laſt or not; for this Grace being 
8 extraordinary, if it were common, it wou'd ceaſe to be extra · 
ordinary, | 
It is moſt undoubted in Scripture, God is often provek'd againſt Men 
to ſwear they ſhall never euter into his reft, when (like the late D 
5 Y) they have long tempted him, and erred from his ways. Cuſtoms 
in Sin long ſettled become like the £thiopian's chin and the 
Jer. 13, 23. -Leopard's ſpots, that cannot be changed. And tho it's true 
42621 the Spirit of God is not hinder'd in ics Inſpirations, but that 
it bloweth where it liſteth, yet che Courſe of it is ſo attemper'd to the State 
and Motion of the Soul it gell that it moſt uſually takes the Opportunity ſo ge · 
nerally requiſite to the ſettling a Conſtitution and Temper in us; that is, the 
freeit, and moſt uaprejudic'd, and larger Spaces of a Man's Life: So that when- 
ever it works upon Dying Men, I mean ſuch Men of diſtinguiſt d Senſe aud 
Judgment as the D of D that have had the free Uſe of the Means 


of Grace of Old; it works by ſuch a Prerogative, that a Man may as well ex- 
peR a Prerogative of Providence to bear him walking upon the Sea, becauſe it 
did once ſo to Peter. Moſt, even of the faireſt Appearances, of this kind of 
 Repentance miſcarry, having no true Virtue in them, and tho in Regard of 
their Vehemency they are call'd Early Seekings of God, yet ( which is horrible 
to be ſpoken } chey are an t were prepar'd for the Trumps of the Jaſtice and 


of 
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Indignat ion of God over thoſe K haut none of his. Prov, 128. 
Counſel in former times but deſpiſed all hu reproof,. by living” . nd eagle 
in « known fin ; as all ſuch mutt certainly do, hos ike the, late b ef 
D firſt tempt Women to Whoredom, an | cen pay em an Anat | 
Penſion to live in the Commilſion of itt. 
Laß, Whoever (like the late P——of bj cafts himſelf vith De- 


fign upon Repentance at Death, is like to fall head long by 119885 od, and 
expecting he ſhou'd ſtand ready for him with that Grace. at laſt, he hath ſo 
long reſiſted and refus'd. And now when this Judgment of Divines, with this 
Ballance upon it, is compar d. with the former Allowances, the Reſult will be 
only this; The kindeſt Divinity in che Point, and chat ſeems to do the moſt 
Favour, is very dreadful and leaves ſuch Men in a Condition next to deſperate ; 
which is but an Aggravation of the Danger, when what Men wou'd chooſe to 
appeal to, ſo far condemns them Then however charirable Dr. Kx . is to the 
Death Bed - Re pentance of Men of diſtinguiſt d Senſe and Judgment, it's agreed 
on all Hands, That for the late D— of D———or any other Man, to live 
ſo as if he did contrive and forecaſt a Death Bed. Repentance (altho it be 
granted it is no Impoſſibility) as the ſafe Expedient, firſt of aff Irreligious 
Life, free from the troubleſome Thoughts of a preſent Ameadment, and then 
of a ſecure Paſſage into Eternity, is firſt an ec, ligten and Iamora-* 
lity in it ſelf; and then to run ſo deſperate a Riſque aud Adventure for aa 
Immortal Soul, that he is a pardonable Madman; in Comparifon of fuch 44 
one that drinks a deadly Poy ſon, becauſe he hath heatd there is 2 certain An- 
tidote in the World that willexpel it, tho he canfgf teſt whether he een have 
it at all, much leſs whether Time enough for his Nerrſſiy: Anddlaftly, whether 
the Endeavours he uſes for it will not be deluded unh the Cenis ol ir, 
it being ſuppos'd they ate Thouſacds for One of the true Rind j aud he there 
by periſh, pleaſing himſelf with 5 Hopes he hath it, hes he hath indeed 
bur a Likeneſs of it. But notwithſtanding all theſe RCI Ha gard, attending a 


Death-Bed-Repentance, ( and ſeeming n its being fucere ) Dr. 


Ki. Man of ſuch large Charity as to beſte ve tile D f 5 
made his Peace with God on hi Deat h- Bed; and? ds Wonder theb that his 
Chaplain tell us, He dy d like a Salut, (re. I come nd to rhe Second Propeal, : 
which is to make Enquiry, ſeeing the Caſe'is host as it &veHNy y appears to 
be (that is, ſeeing tis ſcarce poſſible that a Death hel Repentanbe ſbou d be Hu- 
cere ) how the Name or Notion of a Death Bid. Repentance, as fach an uni- 
verſal Refuge came up in the World; for it is a'new Repen :- 
tance ( much like thoſe new come-up Gods Moſes ſpeaks of) Dent. 3. 17. 
that Chriſtianity and the Goſpel know not. The Scriptures of 
that treat in many Places of Repentance, always inſiſt upon it as a reformed. 
Courſe af Life, to be undertaken even now, while the Propoſals of Grace and 
Reconciliation are made to us; and not only by very fileat Intimations; the 
Track of which is hardly diſcern d, /cave it poſſible that God ſhou'dby Miracle 
ſave ſome. very few out of the Fire, and pull them as Brands out of the Burn- 
ing, by giving them Repentancs on a Death- Bed. Whereas this is now become 
Lnot only the late D--— of D, but I the only Repentance in Uſe, and 
hach devour'd the other; as if to preſs Men upon it were to torment them be- 
fore their Time, and to lefſen the Validity of this, were to take away the'Mer-- 
= — x— — LICOd- 1100 are nan 
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ey of God, and deny the Grace that is fo free Jnd univerſal. Let bs fearch 
therefore hoy this fort of Repentance hath come into ſuch Repute. And if we 
n ſhall find it firſt rifing from the intimate Senſe the Conſcience hath 
of the eceſhty of Repentance. For were it not ſo clear and evident a Duty, a 
D 7, Bed: Repo once bad never been heard of; moff wou'd chooſe to go out 
70 6 Warld a; they have liv'd in it, not ſuffering any Degree of the Trouble 
24 anſclence, or vexing Fhemſelves with Reflezions npon an un holy and ill. ſpent 
„I Lufe, As Men have choſen to live and uninterrupted- 
Je. 2. 3. y in Forgetfulnefs of God, and ao Eternal Condition, days 
wi hen number, lo wou d they choofd to die, were not a Law 
within, that ho ever it bach lain cover'd with the Duſt of Senſuality and — 4 
teping, yet is now reſtor d to its Authority, and urges the Sout with 
Textor of Puniſhment for o long Diſobedienge.” i Ie TTY 
Ao ecandly, This Neceſſity of Repentance, tho' ſecretly underſtood, yet 
was pot lfbcently confder's in the Time of Health; for had it been equally - 
regarded, jt had not been now to begin. Had the D——of B hen my 
Lord guſſel beg d him * apply himſelf more to a Religious and Yirtuous Cour fe 
. of Lifa been truly griev'd tor his Adulterous Practices, (tor Dr. X . —fays. 
thy e Hands mage an lwpreſfin ) he woc d thea have dimifs'd his Harlors, and 
enter q himſelf on 2 Chaſf Lite 3, for he that had rightly meaſur'd the Neceſi- 
'; of Rehentance, wou'd gat for a Thouſand Worlds have adjourn'd it, © © | 
Fheſe Two Things then meeting ſo oft together, viz The Nitefity Re. 


20 

pounds 'two ſo different Intereſts ; firſt that of a Worlgly Gonverſotion, ts 
which it gives no Hinderance; then that of Eternal Life in Appearance, be- 
cauſe it aſſumes the Promiſes of Mercy to it ſelf, . eſpecially thoſe gracious 
Aſſgrances in Ezek. 18. andiChap. 33. it reckons as made on purpoſe for it. 
All which argues a very vile Scnſe of both the Juſtice and Mercy of God; of 
his Juſtice as if it had no Authority, ot his Mercy as if it had no Senſe of 
Honour, | 7 ng r 

And laſtly, It is grown into a general expectati on, that however ill ani 
tarelefly of God Men have lived here, yet they ſhould go out of the World 
with good words of him, and Religious Profeſſions; that they ſhould die like 


Submiſſive Lambs, (to uſe Mr G——fFi:b's Expreſſion of the D: 's manner 


of dying.) Yet I muſt acknowledge, That there are many whoſe, Judgments 
are more enlightened, and the Sentiments of their Conſciences quicker than 
to be ſatisfy d at ſo eaſie a Rate; who yet fall into the common Unhappineſs 
of not having repented, til they come to die ] will therefore enquire fur- 
ther, why many who ate able to feel before-hand the Neceſſitys of a ſpeedy Re- 
pentance, do not yet repent daily, but betray themſelves to an Evening, or 
Death-bed-repentance. 21184230 ik 8 eIRg 

The Reſolution of this lies not only in the immoderate Love of Sin and its 
Pleaſures, and the too low Apprehenſion of God and Eternal Things, but 
chiefly it lies in the great Confidence ſuch Men have in the preſent time, not 
ſenſible of the continual Waſte of it: Under the favour of which they pat a- 
way the evil day far from them, and firetch themſelves Amos 6. upon this 
Moment, that they may take their full Eaſe and Satisfaction ; in the mean while 
ſtifling the Thoughts of dying and judgment: Were it not for this, no other 
Reaſon won'd encourage them to defer their Repentznce to a death bed; for 
when this fails, all others generally fail alſo, and therefore none are ſo paſſi · 
onate ly mov'd as ſuch when they come to die. But tis not their diſtingui- 
ſhed Senſe and Fudgment that thus paſſionately moves or wales them ont of 
their dream of in ; but the Cheat they now ſee they have put on them- 
ſelves, with Reſpect to the Duration of the Tims that is paſt and irrecoverably 
loſt, 
This Cloud that is but as big as a Man's Hand, (our days are as an hand- 
breath) Pſal 39 6, yet looks like the whole Heaven; it ſtands as a Firmament 
over theirHeads ; it looks like an Eternity to Man. In this Time Repentance 
finds as little Place with them, as it is like to do with God in the Evening of 
Life. The Luft of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life Jer. 2. 2, 4. 
ſwallow all, and can {pare nothing: Yet in the midſt of all this the Soul promiſes 
it ſelf, it will e're long rake a Seaſon of recollefing it ſelf, and that it will 


do it Time enough, ſo timely as to leave Space ſufficient for a large Exerciſe of 


Repentance ; (No Doubt but the late D of D often ſer himſelf 
a Time for Repentance, before he came on his D:ath-Bed) for altho* the Sou] 
is but upon the Edges and Skirts of Time, yet it ſeems to it ſelf to be upon the 
Centre, and in its Imagination commands the Future, as if it were in its own 
Hand: 80 that thro' the endleſs Returns of Pleaſure and Buſineſs, thre In- 
di po ſedne ſi to body and ſerious Action, thro, Intentions and Purpoſe: of being 
better hereafter, itflips down, before it is aware, into the laſt Moment of Lite 
and hath the Bufincls of Repentance ly ing whole upon ics Hand: et 8 little 

D 2 ſeep, 
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Heep, alittle Number, 4 list li * of 3 to ſleep, decei ves men; 
"till their laſt end comes as an armed nan. Prov. 24. 12> The Hopes that 
to morrow will be ar ta tay, and much more abundant, Ia. 56. 12. fo as 
to leave enough for ſadder Thoughts, befools Men, till the very Courſe of 
Time voss them before they think of ic upon Eternity; as was the Caſe 
of the late D=— of D ——— in deſerring his Repenranceto a Death · Bed. 
Bur tho' theſe Accounts I have now given of a Death Bed Repentance, 
be the Caſe of moſt of our Dying Penitents, yet I do not deny but that ſome 
very rare Example there may be, giving a better Senſe to this ſort of Repent- 
ance. ' There may be Exapzmles of the Grace of God, acting in a way of 
Prerogative, (as I hinted in my Firſt Anſwer to Dr. K ) and working 
effectually the Truth ot Re pentance in ſume, while they ſtand upon the very 
laſt Minutes of the Sea ſon of Grace, and are juſt dropping down into Hell: but 
upon theſe (as I ſaid before) a great Miracle is wrought ; that they ſhou d 
in their almo#? perfected Motion to endleſs Ruine be ſtop'd, that when they 
had joſt finiſh'd their Courſe to Hell, they ſhou'd yet be tranſplanted into the 
Way tiverlaſting : Which vas the Caſe of the late D of D— if he dy d 
that Sincre Penitent that Dr. x and Mr, G——fith (his Chaplain) tells 
us he was; bur for my on Part, I have a very mean Opinion of the Sincerity 
of all Prat h- Bed Repentances Which leads me to the Third Head. | 
To examine the moſt hypeful Appearance of this kind of Repentance, and to 
ſhew there are plain Cauſes of them much below the Nature of true Repent ance. 
And. firſt in the General : Ir is no wonderful Thing to find Men (like the 
late D — of D——) in a Paroxiſm, ina high Paſſion of ſeeking after God, 
when they arc dying. It is indeed more ſtrange to find any ſo fear d that their 
Hirits ſeem only to go downward : They are Beaſts while they live, and as ſuch 
they go down to the dead, They are twicedead, dead in the common Co- 
reption of Nature wherein they are born. Dead in the Loſs of Natural 
Principles; pulled up by the roots; there's nothing to quicken or move in them. 
This is the amazing Stupor: They die like a flone ; they plunge down with 
the whole Weight and Force of Impenitency. In this ſtupid Manner dy'd 
Borat ſ iy the Polander, who ſa:d (almoſt) with his laſt Breath, If there was 
« God he did not doubt but he'd reſpect him as he was 4 Gentleman, 
But 1 intend to ſpeak of the faireſt Repentance that is found ups 
on a Death. Bed: That which gives the livelicſt Hopes of it ſelf, that it's 
true and ſincere; not ſuch an one that to a ſerious Obſerver betrays it ſelt 
nor an ignorant and formal Repentance, but a Repentance that hath much 
of Vigogr, and Inward Affection, and is driven on by great Knowledge and 
Ligh'; that is, accompany'd with much Sorrow, and very conſiderate Ap- 
prchenſi ns of Eternal Things: And if fuch an one be fo queſtionable, what 
can become of others ? 
There's no Reaſon any Repentance ſhou'd be the better eſteem'd becauſe 
Men are dying, but much the cſs. Now while Men are living, a Thouſand 
of theſe ſerming Changes for the better, are evidently conſuted without more 
ado, by after Returns to Wickednels ; and they that have to do with ſach ſeews 
of Reformation, have no Regard ef them, nor of the Perſons for them. 
Now God, who is the exact Searcher of Hearts, can much leſs be impos d on 
by the faireſt Appcarances; nor can Death Bea. Repenters be eaſily pei _—_— 
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of them; and when they are beſt perſwaded, there muſt needs be à very 
trembling Conſideration of ſo great a Hazard. 
But to come more particularly to what I have propos'd viz To ſbew that 


| Repentance is a Height, 10 which theſe General Motives of this late Repent- : 


ance can never mount the Soul: Jn which 1 will begin with the Deſcriptions 
of true Repentance, in that wherein it is molt difficult (not to ſay impollible) 
to riſe to it upon a Death-Bed. 12 

Repentance in all the Parts of it, is the fulleſt, cleareſt Ad of the Soul and 
Judgment, wherein it is moſt perfectly it ſelf, Remove a Man never fo far 
from all kind of Fears, from the Appearances of death, if he were ro live Ages, 
he wcu'd be of the ſame Senſe : He that truly repents, doth not ſnatch up Re- 
pentance, as an Expedient for apreſent Extremity, but chooſes it as an Entrance 
into the beſt State of Life, and lives always, and refls himſelf in this Choice. 
For, however this may be introduc'd by very troubleſome and tumultuous 


Motions, yet it is it ſelf the eaſie ſitting down of the Soul with abundant 


Fleaſure and Satisſaction, in the Abhorrance of Sin, and Love of Holineſs, in 
the Diſlike of Vanity and Senſuality, in the Approbation of Heavenly Purity 
of Heart and Life. It is not a Trance wherein Sin lies dead, and a Man « 
in arapture of Goodneſs for @ Time, 2 Cor. 7. 11. but a moſt ſertled State. 
God'y ſorrow, that worketh repentance, worketh carefulneſs, fear, revenge 
deſire, and by theſe accompliſheth a repentance to Salvation, Yer. 10. that 
hath no after Pain or Trouble, no ws]au;zang Theſe Affections are Pre- 


parations ; Repentance enters as 2 Soul into theſe, which is a ſtill, ſelid, 


clear Act of reaſon renew'd, and a Mind that gives an uniform Vote at all 
Times: A Change that is never chang'd back again, no more than Things, 
can put off themſelves, or Evil it ſelf become good. It is therefore upon 
fulleſt Deliberation to chooſe with Joſhua, Iand my houſe; thoſe whom can 
govern, will ſerve the Lord, Joſh, 24. is. It is engaging the heart to ap- 
proach to Gad, the joyning our ſelves to him by an everlaſting, Covenant, 
never tobe forgotten, Jer, 30. 21. and 50. 5, The cleaving to him with 
fu! purpoſe of heart: Acts 11. 23. When all forerunning Affections are 


laid, and quiet, or worn out, this judgment ſtill remains, and raiſcth other 


Affections like it ſelf, that ever remain with it; into which the Spirits of the 


former are extradted, and wherein they exerciſe all the true Power they had. 


Bat now on a death bed (as is ſeen in the Caſe of the D of D —9 there 
is often a great Commotion rais'd, 4 loud bluſtre of Paſſion never arriving 
at this Point, at this Settlement; bur if a Man ſhou'd live after, it wou'd go 
off as Clouds and Storms, that when they have ſpent themſelves vaniſh and lie 
down: And when' a Man dies, it is to be fear d, that as they were rais'd by 
Approach to the unappeaſable Tempelts of darknels, ſo they are hurr'yd along 
with their Violence, | Wi | 

It is carefully to be obſcrv'd, that there is in true Repentance a due Propor- 
tion betwixt the contrite Indignartion of the Soul againſt paſt Sin, and the Love 
and Zeal ir hath for Holineſs: Whereas in Death bed-repentances it's often 
found, that there is either a terrifying Preſence only of former Sins, appearing 
to the affrighted Conſcience, (for you fee the D of D no ſoon- 
er thought he ſt ould die, but © He was truly ſenſible of the Injurys he had 
done to others) without a more hopeful indication of the Soul tru'y compos d 
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to Righteouſneſs ; or elſe ſome A Reſolutions of better Life after- 
ward, offer'd as a kind of bribg to the Patience and Mercy of God, in hopes of 
preſent deliverance, or at beſſ as 4 Ranſom from Hell and Eternal damnati- 
en; but without a deep Senſe of the Guilt and Evil of paſt Sins, or the juſt 
Apprehenſion of that continually running Iſſue of Corruption, that is tilt 
defiling anew, Either of theſe is à main Error, and pernicious : For, it on 
the one fide the Heart ina Rage be fore d to caſt out ſome Sins tor the Tur 
bulency of them, if it be not immediately fill'd with better Gueſte, Seven other 
wicked Spirits are ready to enter, aud make the laſt tate of that Man worſe 
than the fir Matt. 12. 43. For Repentance is ns void Space, no ſiſent or 
unactive State, but when it hath diſlodged Luſts, furniſhnes and fills the Soul 
with the beſt things, and carrys the Vigour of a Man's Action to the belt effect: 
When by Repentance a Man ceaſes to di evil, he learns to do well, and bring: 
—. Fruits meet for Repentante, and Amendment of Life, Iſa. 1. 16, 17. 

n 4 

On the other fide, he that ſeems to make a haſty Motion to Holineſs with- 
out due Senſe of Sia, firſt thinks to over-rule the Method God hath ſer; who 
requires Humiliation, Godly Sorrow, Anger, Revenge, Fear, as preparing to 
Repenrance £ And further, he conceits a Freedom to himſelf, when he is fet- 
ter d and bound; without a Bower given him from God, he offers to caſt ou? 
devils with caſe, that cannot be caſt out but by faſting and prayer; Mar.9.29. 
that is, (ſevere Courſes of Self abaſement, together with earneſt Application 
to the Grace of God. Theſe unclean Spirits therefore chat diſſemble a Re- 
treat, return immadiately, and make a Prey of the deluded Sinner, or death- 
bed - repenter. 

Altho' Heaven and Hell, Happineſs and Miſery, take up the thoughts of the 
erue Penitent, yet not ſepararcd from God 2nd Chriſt, but as twere melted 
ĩato the Senſe of God angry, and the defire of Atonement with him in Jeſus 
Chriſt. The clear Lowe of God towards the Soul, as 4 Father in Chriſt, with- 
out Reflections upon Happineſs, is tho' not rhe ſingle, yet the paramount 
Conliderarion in Repentance unfeigned, But Men that (like the late b 
of D ——) defer their Repentance to a death-bed, are, when they are dy- 
ing, generally ſo over- poſſels d with the Terrors of an Eternal Suffering, and 
meer deircs of freedom from Pain, and of well-being, and fo in haſte, that 
they generally mils theſe higher Conſiderations ; which being further off not 
only from corrupt Nature, but even from Natural Conſcience, are not com- 
monly eſpy d, but therefore argue greater Sincerity, and Truth of Heart, 

The trueſt Repentanee lies in the goſom of Faith; the Apprehenſions of the 
Love aud Goodneſs of God in Chriſt melt the Soul, and give it moſt perfect Se- 
paration from Sin, the moſt effe dual Purification of the Heart: Al which 
expreſs the height of repentance, Upon th ſoft Fire of the pardoning good- 
neſs of God, the Soul moſt kindly diſtills into repentant Tears. Here flows 
that Spirit of Grace, and ingenuous Goodneſs. which bringeth forth the 
cleareſt and holisſt Affection towards God, | 

But on a death bed, it's very ſeldom that either Horror or Preſumprion 
don't ſwallow all: Preſumption, where there's little Senſe or Judgment of the 


| Cafe, Horror, where the judgment is clearer, and the S2aſe quicker, forevery 


thing diſpoſes now rather to frar, and to the Spirit of bon dage; Rom, 8, 1 by 
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and 2 Man natural does all he does 22 ſer vile dread of God, and hu kter- 
nal Juſtice, And tho they may be (as was ſeen in the death bed- repentance 
of the Db of D — much mention of Chriſt, and dere of mercy thro 
him; yer it is but as a Malefactor convicted beſeeches the Mercy of the ſudge, 
no otherwiſe than as of à Judge: So ſuch call out for the Mercy of God to par- 
don them, but fill as a Judge 3; not with the Spirit of the Son ſent into the 
heart, the ſpirit of Adoption crying Abba Father, Gal. 4. 6. Not with that 
eve that caſteth out unworthy fear, And indeed how can it be otherwiſe, 
there having been wo acquaint ence with God in the way, Job 22. 21, but 2 
long Enmity, and the time too ſtrait for a free and full Conſideration of the 
Riches of Grace, ſuch as may ftill an awaken'd Conſcience ? Fear preſſes in 
every way, and ſhuts out Faith. What can now redeem the Soul from this 
Helliſh Terror, but a Light from Heaven immediately darting into it! 2 
Grace above that Grace that ordinarily ſaves Men! for a well-ſerrled Truſt 
and Confidence in Merey, according to the General Rule, is not, but aſter 
forme ſad Debates, and Experimental Conſultations, that have paſs*d between 
the Senſe of Sin, and the Affianeing Acts of the Soul upon Chriſt. ' A Death. 


Bed Repent ance then (ſuppoſing it poſſible, yet) is in great Danger of 


miſſing the Spirit of the Goſpel, and falling into the Rank of thoſe Repentances 
of Cain, Eſan, Fudar. | _- * 


Thus I have endtayour'd to ſhew, that tho! we ſuppoſe a Dying Man to | 


ſpread his Soul and Thoughts every way, and to all the Parts of Repentance; 
et it's extreamly to be ſuſpected, there will want the true aud right Quality 
of them, in Regard of the very diſadvantageons Circumſtances wherein ſuch 
an one is found, and the great Unfirnefs of the Soul at that Time, to begin 
to do any thing worthy, to which it hath not been before injur'd; or if it did 
begin, it wou'd be much more unlikely (as I prov'd in the Inſtance of the 
D—of D ) to bring forth fruit to perfection, Luke 8. 14. That 
is, that the Repentance ſhou'd be fincere when the Poſſibility ef » Diath- Re 
Repentance is fo juſtly ſuſpected, for the Reaſons I have already, (and if Dr. 
R — anſwers this) ſhall hereafter produce. | . 
I add nothing of the Exerciſes of a full and wel! grown Repentance, where- 
by it's daily eſpying the Rifings of Sin, and ſoppreſüng them, and filting up 
the Defects of Holinefs and Obedience ; becauſe they are not to be thought 
poſſible in the Point I'm now ſpeaking of. | 
I I ſhall now ſet my ſelf to find out the low Canſes, that are always to be 
ſuſpected to have the great Influence upon ſuch a Latter End, or Death-bed.- 
Repent ance. | | | 
Ins General therefore we muſt take Notice, that there are ſeveral Yapours 
of Miſapprehenſion riſing upon the Soul, when we are a dying, that do fo 
diſguiſe it to it ſelf, and disſigure the true Face of it, that from thence ariſe 
dangerous Miſtakes concerning a Man's Condition towards God. 

We ſee into how many Shapes upon ordinary Occurrences we change, and 
how eaſily we exchange them for quite different, without any good Cauſe; 
what contiaual EG and Flows there are of the Humours, and how do theſe 
77 the Ballance of the ſuperiour Soul? One Man is every Four ſeveral forts 

Men, | 
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_ How much more do great Accidents, and Removes Gut of one Condition 
into another, alter us? Which yet are but the ſudden and juſt now State of 
our Minds upon ſuch Alterations, which not continuing we return to our 
former Figure, Unſtable and weak as water; Gen. 49.3. ve take the Form 
of every Veſſel we are put into. How then does Dr. K know whether 
the late D of D s death-bed Repent ance, or any other Man's late 
Remor ſe, . be any more than the Mould, not of his Mind, but of his Dying 
Condition approaching him, big with ſo great a Change? We know many 
Things befal us in our Lives, which put a greater Senſe of Religion upon us 
than we find at other Times and yet how variable we are. our goodueſe at ſuch 
times is as the morning dew, and 'as the early dew it goeth away, Hoſea 
6. 4. How often arc we from the Occaſions of Mercys, AffiiFions, Fears, 
Hopes, good Diſcourſes, carry d into high Apprehenſions of God? and we loſe 
them again we know not how : Now our of doubt, a dying Condition, of any 
thing we meer with in the World, is malt apt to move us upon God, and a 
Senſe of him. But can we think thoſe fleeting Shoots of the Soul, that have 
no Certainty;, are accepted for Repenrance ? TU. | 0 

How ſtrangely doth Melancholy, and Oppreſſions of that, transform Men? 
which v hem it falls upon the Motions of Conſcience, gives us frong Imaginati- 
ons of Eternal Things ; which yet being nothing but the Caſt of that Melan- 
choly upon the, Thoughts, when- that is remoy'd, they're quite of another 
Hue | | 
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Ir's evident the Mind ſces much thro the Body, and the Repreſentations are 
colour d by irs Temper; as the Eye ſees thro? yellow. or green Glaſs, different- 
ly from the Things themſelves. So the Serenity, or Cloudineſs of the Humours, 
wakes a different Reflection of Things upon the Mind, and the Livelineſs, or, 
Heavineſs of the Spirits, incline us to very varying Apprehenſions. 3 
Now what Time is more like to be fo encumber d with theſe. Clouds and 
Vapours than a dying Hour ? when every thing is ready to contribute them, 
and nothing to ſcatter them. If then Natural Conſcience, and implanted 
Senſe of God, together with che Notions given us from Scripture, paſs thro* 
theſe, (which-was the Caſe of the D — of D as he prefeſi d his be- 
Lef of both the Truth and Excellency of the Chriſtian Religian) they become 
very impreſſive and affecting for the Time; and yet Dr, K—— much miſtakes 
Repentance, if he thinks it no more than a Fit of Religous Melancholy: But 
how a death bed repentance can be any other (fo little Poſſibility there is, of 
its being ſincere) than a Fit of Religions Melancholy I can't underſtand, till 
Dr. K — diſproves the Novelty of this Aſſertion, and ſers the Notion of a 
Death-Bed Repent ante in a cleaicr Light than he has yet done. | 
So that tis plain from hence, ho a Death Bed Repentance ben't wholly 
impoſſible, yet we have grea: Reaſon to doubt rhe Sinccrity of death. bad. re- 
penters; for if weenquire after ſome more ſettled and conſtant Cauſes of theſe 
Penitentisl Motions near death, we ſhall find many very like to be fo, that 
are not yet true Repentance, and theretore what ſprings from them is not 
accepted before God For. 4 
. 3. When Men find all their Being in the World at an End, and feel them- 
ſelves failing they know not whicher, it's no ſtrange Thing they ſhov*d then 
abaoc their Mill;s, and other Extravagance, and catch at God, and 04 
| 7 
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they may take hold of him, at Holineſs alſo ; ſeeing Prigciples 
her with General Diſcourſe, reach every one how dear Holineſs is to God. 
If God and Goodneſs were no more than imaginary Things, it wou'd be no 
Wonder, if they who are toſs'd off the World, and thrown over · board from 
it ſhou'd ſnatch at them; if there were no more in the Caſe than this, that 
every one hath heard fo much Specch, and Talk of them among Men: For 
to him that hath nothing in reality, even a Shadow, a Fancy, are valuable. 
Men that are dropping thro' the Air, or ſinking under Water, without Cotte 
ſultation offer ar every thing they meet with. | 1 0 
In the great Extremities . death, they that are bereſt of all Worldly 
Aſſiſtance, fe to the Divine Mccours ; tho as Fonah's Marriners, they pray 
to an Idol inſtead of the true God, and their Devotionis no better than Super- 
ſition ; which is but a Fancy in Religion. What a linge Thing then is it 
for the late D —— of D (or any other Death- Bed-Repenter) to ſend 
10 Miniſters to pray for him, to forgive njurys, to forbid any Intimatians of 
baneneſs, to exhort others to live better in Time vf Health, to cry out for 
God and Chirſt, for Pardon of Sin, to be deliver'd from Hell, and to have 
Heaven for an Everlaſting Ref, when all Things elſe evidently fail, as they 
do in death! and when not only Fancy and General Opinion, but moſt ſub- 
ſtantial Reaſon, enlightned by the Scripture, provoke a Man to it even for 
Sell preſervation. But this forc'd or death bed-repentance, differs bur little 
from howling upon our Bea; for corn, and wine, and oy! ; Hoſea 7. 14. for 
tho the Things differ much in their Nature, yet the Eſteem Men have of 
them, and the deſire they haveafter them, is mach upon the ſame Gronnd; 
for theſe Spiritual Things appear to that Natural Senſe of Self preſervation, 
as neceſſary in Death, as the other do in Life and Health. But if the Ap- 
proaches of Death happen to be again drawn off, the Value of Spiritual Things 
removes with them, and the Things of this World, with all the ſenſual and 
finful Delights of it, return to their former Price: Which argues (as ſhall 
further proye, if Dr, x ſhou'd continue to argue the Sincerity, or in- 
deed Poſſibility of a death b:d-repentance. from the late Remorſe of the D 
of D ) the In:ffeFualneſs of this Cauſe of Repentance, and the Un- 
acceptableneſs of the repentance it ſelf to God, that flows from it: God diſ- 


claims Men that have never come to him before their Extremity, and come 


then only becauſe of it. In the time of their trouble they will ſay, Ariſe and 
ſave ut: But where are thy Gods that thou madeſt? Let them ariſe if they 
can ſave thee, Jer. 2. 27, 28. Thus to ſuch dying Men crying out to him 
God ſays, Let your former Luſts and Pleaſures now be your Happineſs, 

2. Suppoſe the Deſires after God, and Eternal Happineſs, with all the Re- 
tinue of thoſe Deſtres, ariſe not ſo much from rhe Neceſſitys ef Remove 
from this Life, and ſenſible Supports, but immediately from the fight of Eter- 
nal things themſelves, yet will not this conclude the Repentance ſincere ; For 
we may eaſily pitch upon ſeveral ſo plain Reaſons for theſe quick Apprehen- 
fions of another World, that it is much more ſtrange, if any Man be nor ſtruck 
with them, than that moſt die in ſome fair inclinable Temper cowards them, 
yet without true Repentance, | 

For Firſt, If it were no more but che Leiſure and Uninterreſtedneſs of th 
Mind in all Worldly Things, that Death brings, it is no Wonder that tl 
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Action of it ſhou'd immediately (3 — flow uon God; for it beidg 
always ih Altion and Motion from its very Nature, and God having made it 
for himſelf, and the manner of irs living here in the World being a Slavery 
willingly undertaken for the Service of the Body, and the Enjoy ment of this 
preſent Life; in its being fallen from God; it is nothing ſtrange, that that 
Drudgery being now at an End, aud the Chains wherein 1t was held juſt a 
breaking, it ſhou'd fal upon God and: ſptritual Objects, whither the Stream 
of it was prepar'd to run, and which are moſt truly its own Bufineſs : For the 
diſtance being ſo wide and irreconcilable between Man and this Earth ig 
death, he very having nothing elſe to do muſt carry him upon the future State; 
Keing his Soul is ſuch a Being as cannot naturally lie ſtill, and that State is 
all that ir hath to work upon, and further than that, it is fo nearly ally'd 
to it. LY | | 

Secondly, The vcry looſening and uncementing the Soul from the Body, 


. whereinie dwelt, and wherein the Motions of it were reſtrain d. bath. been 


thought (very probably) to enable it ro make Conjectures of future Things, 
The leſs the Soul is bound to work by the Body, the higher are its Operations: 
All extraordinary Motions of the Soul are a kind of Raviſhment from Senſe, 
Thoſe great Prophetick Bleſſings of Facob and Moſes were near their Dying: 
It is therefore very eaſy to be thought, that when the Soul and Body are ready 
to cleave aſunder, and the Spirit to be unſoder'd from Fleſh, that it ſhou' d 
make a higher Flight towards Eternal Things, I 

Hence we obſerve, whcn good Men are dying they are often in SILENT 
RAP TURES, and expreſs 4 kind of Impatience till they are diſſolv d: 
And why ? Becauſe they ſpiritually ſee what they cannot utter; as did St. 
Baul, when he was wrap d up into the third Heaven. 


The Extacy a Saint is in at death, 
Is but his Guz»dian Angel's joyful Breath, 
Careſſing his Soul as he pts on the Wreath. * 


There is a kind of dranght preſented to them by their Guardian Angels, 


of thoſe tranſcendent Joys they're almoſt ready to enter in Poſſeſſion of; 


and therefore long and pine *cill they're convey'd into that place of unſpeak- 
able Felicity. Theſe Heavenly Spirits ſuccour and ſupport them under their 
Pain and Sickneſs, and when their Souls. are ſtorm'd our of their Bodys, they 


- encompaſs and embrace them ſoring thro' the Regions of Evil Angels into Hea- 


ven, Tis ſaid that Lazarus was (afely carry'd by the Angels into Abrahams 
Boſom; and therefore no Wonder that the Souls of good Men at Death, are 
often in Silent Raptures, and expreſs (as I ſaid before) a kind of Impartience 
till they are diſſolved. ; 

The nearer every thing is to its own Relidence, the more vehement is its 
Motion faid to be thither. So there may very well be quick Sallies of the Soul 
rowards Eternity, before it enter; into it, when it is fo near that everlaſting 
Receptacle of it felt, | 

Thirdly, We may obſerve in the Experience of all Times, every Appearance 
of the other World hath range Eſfacis of Fears, and Afﬀrightment upon Men's 


— —— — 
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* Sec a Confirmation ot this in the Book entit!'d Stinking Fiſh, or à Fooliſh 
Poem ; Sold by John Morphew, near Stationers- Hall. | 


Minds: 


| 
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Minds: You ſee the late D — of D—was na ſooner under a certain Ap- 
prehenſion of Death, but he * ſends for any Eminent Prelate to wiſit and 
* affift him. He is then truly ſenſible of the Injurys he had done to others, 
and ready to ack their Pardon, (c. When any one is entring theu into 
that whole unſeen World, it may well put him upon purifying himſelf, When 
Men are juſt upon the Region of Spirits, what Appalements of Mind and 
ſtrong working of Thoughts mult there necds be? Much more if the Soul have 
any Senſe of its Approach to the Infinite Holineſ; of God, at whole Rebuke 
the Pillars of Heaven tremble; whole Freſence attoniſhes the 
purer Spirits of Angels, aud bears down the Souls of good Heb. 11. 23. 
Men to the Dutt ; as of Moſes, Fob, Iſaiah, Cc. in his In- Iſa. 6. 5. 
terviews with them: How much more of thoſe Vſhoremaſters Job. 42. 6. 
of Quality that never thought lerouſly of God, and now mutt Dan, 10, 8. 
come near his Seat ! x 

Nothing ſo compoſes the Soul to this amazing Change of Condition and 
Converſe, as long continu'd Treatys with Sod thro' Chaiſt; when thu' Men 
change their Place, they do not change their Company: | 
Others, when this great Light ſtri es them, are in the very Job 24. 17. 
terrors of the ſhadow of death, and ſhaken out of their place, Job 38. 13. 
out of all the Security and quiet Senſuality they liv'd in; 


Ot which the late D — of D——'s death-bed-repentance is a Remarkable 


bl 


Inſtance. - 
Let us now take the Eſtimate (or Avail) of theſe Things to true Re- 


pentance, and we ſhall find, when the Soul lies thus uncover'd” to the 
Things of Eternity. it hath Natural Reaſons for all, it may ſeem to do that 
looks like Return to Gd; but all this argues nothing of the true Grace of 
God ; for if the death bed repenter were again in his former State, he wou'd 
(in all Probability) be the very ſame be was: For firſt, as one Thing ſtrikes 
upon another with a Natural Effect, Light upon the Eye, Sound upon the 
Ear, ſo Eternal Things upon the Immortal Spirit, when there is nothing be- 
tween to intercept the Stroke. Further, when the luſt of the fl:ſp, the laſt of 
the eye, aud the pride of life John 2. 16. are as a Scene remov'd, and the 
Play at an End; and inſtead of them another World drawing near. juſt as 
Men defeated in all their Attempts for Riches and Honours and bearen off 
from them to a private Life, call all theſe Things Cheats; not our of true 
Reaſon, bur becauſc they cannot reach them; On the other Side, #hey praiſe 
Retirement and a Cloyſter, not that they like it, but becauſe they mult live 
ſo; which begers ſomę kind of Contentedneſs ſo to live. Thus, and no 
otherwiſe, do many Dying Men call all this World Vanity, and profeſs an 


2 
late D-— of D 


| = Eſteem for all Things pertaining to that to come. I dare nor (ablvluccly) - 
le 


rt this was all the Sincerity we find in the death-bed-repentance of W 
bur ſure J am, his deterring his Repentance 'til 


he h.d loſt all Ability and Inclination ro Whoredom, looks like a forc'd Re- 
penance ; and how tar a forc'd Repentance is poſſible to be fincere you have 
heard already, and ſhall further know, if Dr. K 1eplys ro this or 
thinks [ am too uncharicable to the late Remorſe ot his Men of diftinguiſe'4 

Senſe and Judgment, 
But Reader, there is yer a more preſſing Account of the moſt notable motions 
* < thac 


* 
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36 
that are found in a death. bed - repent ance; wiz. The Awakeniags of Conſcience 
uſual at this Time, becauſe of the Senſe of a judgment: While common 
Experience tells Men, Ir is appointed to all Men once to die, and ſinking 
Nature gives Notice, This is the Time; Conſcience lifts up the next Thing 
After that the fudg ment. : 

Now no Man fees Judgment, a Judgment Omniſcient, Omnipreſent Eternal 
without great Shakes of Soul; eſpecially that hath done nothing ſeriouſly #9 
agree with the adverſary in the way. Luke 12, 18. Conſcience then 
riling up with the Awe of a Tribunal upon it, ſtirs up all the Powers to flye 
from the wrath that is to come, by Defires of Pardow and Reſolations of 
Amendment. The very hearing of Judgment made ſuch a one as Felix tremble, 
Acts 24. 25, When Judgment ſeems to us, at the other End of Heaven, all 
is quiet; but when Death brings us to the very Seat of it, how loud are the 
Crys for Mercy? Every Time the Biſbop attended the late D of 
.. oz his Death-Bed, be declar'd again that he did unfeignedly 
* repent of Sins, and requeſted his Loraſhip that he won d not only with him, 
* but in his Retirements pray to God heartily for the Pardon of them, Tis 
on a Drath-Bed Men bewail the former Evils of Life, Here Men pour out 
their Complaines for the want of God: the Miſimprovement of former Time: 
Now they make large Offers of a ſtrict and ſevere Mortification, and of a 
' conſtant and ſerious Devotion, Now they wou'd give the thouſand rams, the 
ten thouſand rivers of oyl, their firſt-born for their tranſgreſſion, the fruit of 
th:ir body for the fin of their ſoul : Mic. 6.6, 7. And yet all but the Eye 


open d to ſee the Aaming Sword of Juſtice, that makes even a Balaamwiſhto 


die the death of the righteous, and to have a latter End ſober, juſt, religious, 
The very Suſpition of a judgment near enclines Men thus far univerſally 
almoſt, that hardly any chooſe to die in a Rant, in a Madneſs ; but had 
rather by Virtue and Religion be conſign'd over to another World, and have 
their Eyes cloſed by Mercy, and Grace in Chriſt : They wou'd (with the late 
D — of D ——) ke the Salvation of God and ſo depart in Peace. 
Object. But it may be Ob jected; Seeing theſe Motions on @ Death-Bed are 


granted to riſe from true Convifion, and not to be Diſſimulation, or Coun 


terfeit Pretence, why may they not be cal d true Repentance? 
Anſw. To anſwer this, ler us confider, pure Conviction, and enlightned 
Apprehenlion, and the Affections begotten of them, are no Argument ot true 
Goodneſs; where the Light hath not a benign and tree Operation upon the 
Judgment, an Allurement upon the Will an Endearment upon the Afections, 
to turn them to a full Delight and Satisfaction in God and Holineſs, and to a 
Diſlike and Abhorrence of Sin: For elſe, the Devils, w/o believe and tremble, 
mult be thought Converts ; for who have clearer Sight of Things than they? 
Balaam, whoſe Eyes were open'd, and {poke ſo great Things of God, and 
his People, muſt be concluded a good Man. Eſa and Judas, who had ſo ſad 
Apprehenſions of Sin, and their Loſs by ir, muſt be afirm'd ro be Penitents. 
Nebuchadnezzar's and Dariuss Acknowledgments of God muſt be taken for 
true Grace,  Herod's, hearing John Baptift gladly ; Felix's trembling at St. 
Paul's Diſcourſ:, may be thought Evidences of true Repentance. 
| Objet. 2. But Secondly, It may be ſuppos d, ſpon d we grant that the 
| Do 7755 — Teperted fincerely on his Death. Bed, (as Dr. K 


aſſerts 
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aſſerts) and had his Senſes in Chri 1 . to the Ia, (as his Chaplain 
rells ws) yet becauſe theſe very ConviFions and Affections are not univerſal ; 
but we fee Multitudes go out of the World without them, carrying little better 
than # decent and civil Reſpect᷑ to Religion, that therefore there i; ſomething 
of God, ſomething Heroick in them that haus them. 

Anſw. 2. This indeed may be no other than the wiſe and good Government 
of God over the World; whereby he takes Care, there ſhou'd te Teſimonys 
of himſelf, and the Goodneſs of his Ways : That Atheiſm and Wickedneſs may 
not carry it, as if all were their own, as if there were an unexccptionable Con- 
currence on their Side, againſt God and Helineſs: For as God receives Wit- 
neſs from the conſtant, gracious and Religious Lives of Good Men, ſo he con- 
ſtrains ſome of them, that have lid contrary to him all their Lives, to give 
him Glory at laſt, for the Good of others, tho' without Saving Benefit to 
themſelves: Which he may juſtly do, and without any Injury to them: Secing 


all the Service every Creature can do to him, is infinitely due, he may ule of 


that which is his own, ſo far as he pleaſes : And becauſe rhe 
word God puts in their mouthy is not their own, not ariing Numb. 23. 5. 
out of the goood treaſure of their hearts, (as appears in Marth. 12, 35. 
Balaam ) therefore their Everlaſting Conditioa is not deter- 
min'd by it, bar by the conſtant Courſe of their former Life, the true Image 
of their Hearte, as we ſee in the ſame Balaam, who after dy d by the 1ſraelites 
Hand, whoſe Greatneſs he had propheſy d. Yer I will not deny, but they 
may have their Reward in Mitigation of Puniſhment, for any Service done 
to God. | 

If God did not iaterpoſe thus fometimes, be might ſeem wanting in ſome- 
thing that concern d him ; at leaſt as a gracious Ruler of the World; He There- 
fore over-rules ſome, who have liv'd fo as to make a conſtant Argument a- 
gainſt him, and a future State, (ſo far as Miſs-keeping and other Wickedneſs 
cou'd do it) to retract ( like the late D —-— of D ) the whole Courſe of 
their Adulterous Life, and give their Vote for what they had ſo long withſtood, 

I will yet further add another Cauſe of a Death- bed Repent ance, that ſome- 
times falls out to have a moſt power ſul Influence, and yet the Repentance that 
ſprings from it is very unſafe to conſide in. Dying Men are oft under the 
Force of ot her Mens Reaſon and Religion: For it is a general, and ne ceſſary 
Charity of Men affected to Religion themſclyzs, to offer the Senſe of it to o- 
thers, in a Time when they think it likely to be accepted, and fo Infinitely 
neceſſery 5 which Practice however ncedful, and moſt commendable in it (elf, 
yet by Accident may have rais d higher the Opinion of a Death bed Repen- 
tance, and is often the Occaſion of great Error in the Thing it ſelf, For ſup- 
poſe a Man follow'd with ſound and affectionate Per ſwaſions, to do all that 
m1y be done for his Soul in this Exigent ; how conceivable i it, that Man 
may be ſo {ar wrought upon, as to entertain à preſent Senſe of Religion, and 
yet have no true Life, no Life that ariſes from a true intimate Principle. 
But as thoſe Bodys of Air taken and mov d by Angels, ſeems to perform tlie 
Fun dions of living Bodys, yet do but ſeem to do ſo, for they have u Prin- 
ciple of Life Natural to them; but as ſoon as they are forſaken by the Spirits 
that made Uſe of them, they flye abroad, and diſperſe themſclves. Thus thar 
General Senſe of Conſcience that lies ſcatter d thre” the Soul, and unable for 

| Action, 
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Action, being gather'd together and il by good and holy Applications, 
and acted thereby, may have Force fo long as that Union continues; but that 
Diſcourſe that holds i: together ceaſiug, it immediately falls afunaer, and loſes 
its Efficacy: The Force of Exhortation ccaſes roo often, when he that gives it 
leaves thoſe to whom it was given. The ſtriking of Conſcience makes the 


Sparks flye out, yea and ſometime kindle in a Flame ; aud yet it prexently 


dies, becauſe not ſupply'd with a continual Oyl to feed ir, 

The Mind of one Man is very apt to recei ve Impreſſions from another: We 
ſee what Paſſions and Worions are rais'd by an Eloquent Speaker: how the 
Underſtandiug is carry d Captive, while the Orator works upon it: And yet 
all the Aﬀetion thu blown up falls flat again, when the Breath thai ſwell'd it 
lies ſtill, and is apt to be carry'd the contrary Way by croſs Perſwaſions equally 
inſinuated. How much more may this be in Religious Thiags ? Conſcience 
being ſo eaſily ftirr'd by ſuch Applications, as we ſee in felix; tho' it is as 
eaſily becz!m'd, when fenful Lufts, thro the Efficacy of Tempration, are loud 
and high. And all this is certainly much eaſier done ncar Death, when Men 
are ſo ſoft, that (like the late 0 of D ) they re apt to take 


any Stamp, ſo melting as to be gather'd into any Mould, Bur true Repentance 


is 4 Frame ſet up by the Spirit of God in the Heart, ſubſiſting by that Spiric 
upon it ſelf, and makes Uſe only of all Helps ſubordinated to it, by the Wiſs 
dom of that Spirit; but doth not live from that Help, but from it ſelf, thro? 
that Spirit, its ſupream Life. Tis true, Dr. K ſeems very potitive.of the 
Sincerity of the Death-bed-repentance of the l . of D or wou'd ne'er 
have told us, He ſeem'd at laſt to have obtain'd hy Deſire of being in Peace 
* with God: But by the Doctor's Leave, twill appear, after all theſe fore- 
mention'd Caaſes have done what they can, theſe great Errors following are 
generally found, and always to be ſuſpected, in a Death-bed-repentance. 

r. In a Death-bed-repen:ance, there is only a Judgment made of the Caſe 
of Eternity, conſider d by it ſelf, and without a Counterpoiſe: The Excellen- 
ey ot God and Eternal Things are minded, as they ſtand our of the Air of 
Temptation, Now tho' this be a good Opportunity for the fir ſt Conſiderati- 
on, yet that Conſideration muſt grow fo ſtrong as to retain the ſame Senſe, in 
the midſt of all Pretence, from the World and Satan: Elſe in the Time of 

Temptation this Repentance falls away. For there ma 
Pr. Jackſon, be many true Apprehenſions which may make deep * 2 
Book 10. Ch, fon, not only in the Brain and Fancy, but upon our Affe- 
23.9.3. * #tons whilſt theſe are calm, and unprovak'd ; and yet 
DN * both the Apprehenſon and Impreſſion quickly vaniſh, upon 

the ſtarting, er Provocation of contrary Fancys or Affection, | 

When the Blood cools in the Veins, and the Spirits are ready to ſtand ſtill, 
when a Man is no longer to live in the World, the Seaſon of the Pleaſures of 
Sin ij over, then to caſt out his Luſts, What excellent thing 
ares he ? Does not even Nature, whether he will or no, the 
ſame ? True Repentance encounters: Temptation, and rclitts 
unto Blood; when hoſe Pleaſures of Sin are at the Height, and the Tide of 
Corruption from within ſwells moſt: As Moſes choſe to ſuffer 
Feb, 11 25, A Fiction with the People of God rather than to enjoy the 
2 pleaſure; of fin for # ſeeſon z alrho* hey were in their groy- 
| ing 
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Mattel. 5. 46. 
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of judgment. In the Sight of Death moſt Men (like the D ot D 


) 

ing and aſcending Morning. It is 294 ſmall Thing te chooſe Religion 

when there's nothing to vye with it. | 

- 2. A Death bed repentance is not a Conſideration of Heavenly Things in 
their true Worth, bur only as recommended by the preſent necedity : For whe 
(like Balaam and the late D of DO --— ) wou'd not die the Death of the 
Righteous, and have his lat ter End like his? Every Man at that Time vou d 
be glad to find he hath liv'd well; and he that hath liv'd worſt, except he be 
outragiousin Prophaneneſs, will wiſh he had liv'd better. Eternity at Hand 
(asl faid in my Firſt Anſwer to Dr. X ) gives Value to al Holineſs, 
* andSenſe of God, in ſpight of the World; and leſſens al things elſe to a no- 
* thing, and leſs han rothing ; imprinta # Ghaſilineſs and Horror upon a 
* Wickedneſs and Senſuality. When the Breath is going out of the Noſtrils, 
how precious is Repentance, Faich, a Pardon in Chriſt, a happy Eternity to 
thoſe who have heretofore ſligted them, and perhaps in Time of their Health, 
(like the late D——of D ) bare preferr'd the Smiles of a Harlot to the 
Peace and Joy of a good Conſcience ? But theſe things are always fo rich, Wiſ- 
dom is always fo precious, that it diſaains to borrow Eſteem from @ Minute of 
Extremity ; And therefore it moſt oſten falls out, that thoſe who wou'd take 
none of its Counſcl,. but deſpis'd all its Reproof, when they come to ſeek it 
early, cannot find it; but it laughs at their Calamity; as Men laugh at the 
Unhappineſs of Fools, that wou'd not be corredted in their Folly, 7 their 


Miſery cinfute their Confidence. 


3. From henee it follows, that a Death bed repentance i 4 Choice, when 


there u no other Choice, If a Man lov'd is Sins, or the World, never ſo paf- 


fionarely, he mutt leave them: If he d:flik'd God, and his Holineſs, and an E- 
verlaſting Abode with him, to the urmolt, yer he is even torc'd upon them, 
or daſh'd upon an Eternal Miſery and Unhappineſs; which it is impoſſible to 
chooſe : And therefore tho' he wou'd not chooſe the Holy Ways of God, if he 
might ſtill enjoy former Vanity, yet that being out of his Reach and Way, he 
muſt take what is to be had, The Senſe therefore is no more than this, A 
theſe Things are good, when a Man i juſt a dying; but while be lives, and can 
have the World, they are troubleſome and unprofitable : Death makes them 
good upon this Account only, becauſe elſe there wou'd be ſomething worſe, 
and there can no longer be any thing better: A Man is now willing to offer 
a Life he hath not to gi ve; but Eternal Life is not worth any Part of that Life 
he thinks in his Power to do any thing elſe with, 7, Is 

4. A Death-bed-repentance is not the free, but enſlaved Judgment an Choice 
of the Soul, as Men caſt out Goods in a Storm: Men are afraid of what God 
will do to them, therefore they ſubmit. His Enemys in Heart are found Liars 
to him; they flatter him with their Mouth,as Julian oppreſs d by the Almigh- 
tineſs of Chriſt, is ſtory d to have cry d out, Yiciſti Galilze, Thou haſt over- 
come me, Galilean. Thus they are overcome by Death, and the Apprehenſion 


reſolve to part with their Sus: Let but that remove, they call for their Sing 
again, (if Whoremaſters, for their Miſſes; if Uſurers, for their Bags; if Drun- 
kards, for their Wine) as Mariners wiſh for their Goods after the Storm: They 
thro up their Luſts in their Sickneſs, but drink them in when their Trouble 


is paſt, as he dog return to his vomit. 
5. In 


— p- — — AR hey 


— 2 — 


2 3 — —— — + — — - aw 2 2. — 
- © . - — ata — 


* 


- O 

5. In a Death bed repentance, 1 2 F it is generally a pitiful mean Self 
love; even the meaneſt Kind imaginable, wherein a Man conſiders himſelf as 
a Creature in Being, and likely, or at leaſt poſſible to be for ever; without 
any Apprehenſion of himſelf, as à Rational Creature made for God, and the 
Enjoy meat of him, in conforming with whom his Happineſs conſiſts, and in the 
reſting for ever in his Love. Of this Part he hath no diſtinct Apprehenſion, 
only he wou'd be happy tho' he knows not what it is, or rather he vou d not 
be miſerable, This little Point of Self- lůve into which all is crowded, is enobled 
with no Sight of the Excellency of the Things themſelves, or a due Eſtimation 
of them, as the true Pleaſure and Joy of an Immortal Spirit. This is not 
that allowable Love of a Man's ſelf, which encircles it ſelf within the Love of 
God, as the leſſer Circle is comprehended by the greater; but this either 


leaves out that Love wholly, or debaſes it only to Self-love. Let us now com- 


Pare both Sides together, and ſee how much more true Repentance differs from 
that which is always to be fear'd, leſt it ſhou'd be the Height of the Death bed: 
And of that which bath been ſpoken, this is the Sum. | 

True Repentance is the moſt free Election of the Soul enabled by the Grace 
of God, upon a clear and juſt Dictate of the Judgment, attended with ſincereſt 
Affection, to give up it ſelf to God, thro Feſus Chriſt; and when it is ir 
ſelf, not under any irregular Fear or Conſtraint, and ſ at leaſt wou d be the ſame) 
in a Time when it hath all the Probability that canbe to lay hold upon Things 
preſent, But a Death-bed-repentance ariſes from a Soul all troubled and diſ- 
compos'd with the Throws of Death, the Fears of Hell, the Doubts what will 
became of it io anocher World, the Uproars of a guilry Conſcience ; when ic 
ſuppoſes it {elf neceſſarily at the full Stop of its former Courſes, by being cut 
off from longer Life ; in the midſt of all which ariſe vehement Reſolutions #0 
turn from Sin to God, and poſſibly wich many fair Promiſes, but without Op- 
E to give Proof of their Sincericy. This is evidently ſeen in the Death- 

repeutance of the D._—of D for he indulg'd himſelf in Adulterous 
Practices inthe Time of his Health: But we no ſooner find him on his Death 
Bed, but he tells the Biſhop, (and others that came to viſit him ) That he 
did unfeignedly repent of his Sins, and that he was troubled, very much 
* troubled, for the Lateneſi of his Repentance. | 

Thea let any one judge between # Repentance in Time of Health and Re- 

pentance on 4 Death bed, and accordingly counſe] himſelf concerning them: 
Fox however charitable Dr. x has been to the Death bed-repentance of Men 
of diſtinguiſb d Senſe ; yet you ſce by what I have ſaid of the Hazard (and 
almoſt Impoſſibility Yof a Death-bed-repentance, that his Notion of Dukes and 
Lords (commonly) awaking out of their Dream of Sin on a Death bed, is 
falſe and erroneous, and what he ought to retract: Yer I'm fo charitable to 
our Death-Bed-Repenters,as to acknowledge my Notions ot the ( ſcarce ) Po 
fibiliry of a Death bed repentance, ſubject to theſe following Limitations, 

1. That the Arguments I have inſiſted upon prevail not-againit a Death- 
bed-Repentance, but againſt all Repenrances that have no higher Spirit to 
move them, than what I have now preſented : From hence theretore we may 


take the Trial of our Repentance in General; for tho? as Death bed is moſt 


ſubje# to theſe Miſtakes, yer whatever Repentance falls under them, is by 


Reaſon of them invalid ; and the later any Repentance is, or the more it is oc- 
= 25 caſion d 
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cafiog'd by any Extremity, which L out live, the mote ſubjet it is 


to them. | 
2. What I have ſaid is not at all to be under ſtood of the perfecling and 


canſummating Repentance, by higher and fulſer Acts cowards God at Ceath, 
tho enforc'd by the preſent Cireymfiances of the Cafe: For true Repentance 
7uxing thro' the whale Life, takes Advantage of every thing, much more of ſo 
conſiderable an Opportunity to unite all ou Strength for God, as a Death bid 
brings with it, An that hath been ſpoken is cefign'd againſt truſting to the 
Extream Un#ion of a Dying Repentance, juſt then begun. 

3- lam ready to grant, that it is poſſible among all the unhappy Circum- 
ſlances of a Death · hed, there yet may be this rrue A of the Underſtanding, 
Will, and Affectiont turning to God; and if there be this, it wou d be the ſame 
and alike, however theſe Circumſtances alter, and then it exccls thoſe Tem- 
— Amendments undertaten in the freeſt Times of Life, But becauſe it is 

t Poſſible, and ſo almoſt Impoſſible, ſo unhappy a Caſe, (as not to have re- 
pentech till juſt we die) ſhou'd fall out ſo happily, the Intention of theſe Re- 
marks ftands good notwithſtanding, 4's TS 

4. I acknowledge the Choice of the Soul can never be fo free, but it muſt 


be ſubject to infinitely the moſt worthy and preponderating C onfederations of 
the Love and Goodneſs of God, the Redemption of Chriſt, the Greatneſs of E- 
ternal Happineſs moſt endearing on one Side; of the Fear and Terror of the 
Lord, the Loſs of a Soul, Everlaſting Perdition, molt perſwaſite on che — 
Side: So that if a Man cannot be free in hit Cbeict of Religion, exept he 
chooſt ic v ithout the Force of any ſuch Conſideration; he can never be at all 
free, for theſe are on all Sides of him: And further, there is always the Su- 
pream Motion of the Grace of Gd, which does not leſſen, but ſteer and exalt 
the Freedom af the Will towards God. The Difference then berween true and 
falſe Repent ance, in this Particular is the ſame ; that is, 1, Between the juſt 
and ratibnal Couſideration of all the Motives of Hope and Fear. 2. Between 


— 


the Government of meer Providence, a d « harp of God, 3. Between 
the Repentance af Cain, Eſau, Saul, Judas, ànd the Repentance of David, 
Manaſſeh, St. Peter, and St, Paul. wi | 
5. I acknowledge the firſt Preparations of the Soul by God for himſelf, may 
be with a great deal of Noiſe and Confuſion : clquds and darkneſt are the duſt 
of his fees, florms £0 before him to prepare his way. While theſe laſt, there 
cannot been ſarepe, calm AR of the Soul ; and he that doth not live till he 
hear that ſtill Voice, in which God is, is in great Danger of being loſt in the 
Storm, But if out of your Darkneſi and Confuſſon, a holy and gracious Set- 
tlement proceed; it is nat the worſe for being ſo introduc'd, but is agreeable 
with the uſual! Met boa of God. Thus have I difparch'd Three of the Heads I 
propos d to diſcourſe of, in anſwering that weighty Queſtion, tow far a Oeath- 
bed-repentance is poſſible to be ſincere? The Fourth Head [I propos d, is to weigh 


the Repentance of the Theef on the Croſi againſt our common Death Bed. Re- 
penters; and in particular, againſt that of the D- -f D Where I ſhall 
give the Hiſtory of the Conwerted Thief, with a Diſquiſition how far the End 
of that Dying Fenitent ſuits the Caſe of the D of D and other 
Death. Bed: Repentert. I ſhou d alſo proceed to Arguments againſt commit- 
ting our Eternal State to a Death-Bed'Repentance, I ſhou'd nexp — 
| W 
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what I have intended all along in 45 + Ald that oppoſe Dr: K————.'8) 
concerning the Death-Bed-Repentance of Men of 4:ſlinguiſh'd Senſe, and then 
caſt all I can poſſibly ſuppoſe againſt the Poſſibility of a Death- Bed-Repen- 
tance, into ObjeFions and Anſwers ; that by a cloſer Search into the Hazard 


the D run in deferring his Repentance to a Death-Bed, every one that 


will be at the Pains to conſider it, may be convinc'd of the Neceſſity of a 
preſent Religious Life, I ſhou'd then proceed to many ſerious Expoſtulati- 
ons, ( thar ſuppoling there were no Hazard in a late Remorſe ) why we ſhou'd 
defire ro repent ſo late as on a Dearh-Bed ? _ | | £ 

But that I might not diſappoint the Reader, (by obmitting again my EH 
en Conjugal Perjury, Addreſi d to the Huchands of Quality that keop Miſſes I 
ſhall reſerve theſe Four Heads as a further Anſwer to the Queſtion, How far 
4 Death-Bed-Repentance u poſſible to be ſincere ? and with that Third Anſwer 


to Dr. x conclude my Remarks on bis Sermon Preach'd at the Funeral 


Conjugal Perjury ; 07 an Eſſay upon Whoredom, Addre Pt the 
MY Hachond; of Luality that keep Miſſes. K 


Gentlemen 


» | 
. FF Aving (in part) reſolv'd that Nice Queſtion, How far 4 Death» Bed- 
Repentance ( ſuch as was that of the b of Di poſſible to be 
fencere ? I ſhall now proceed to my Eſſay on Conjugal Perjury,which 
I promis'd to Addreſs to the Husbands of Quality that keep Miſſes, | 
| Gentlemen, Whatever Reſpect mey be due to your Numbers, you cannot 
elaim any as due to your Charaders; and tho' roo many of you are not 
aſham'd to make your Boaſts of the Thing, yet you wou'd take it as an Af- 
front to be call'd Whoremaſters ; whence it's plain, Gentlemen, that you glory 
in your ſhame. By the Laws of God you are excluded from Heaven, and by 
the Laws of the Land you are entitled to Pugiſhment and Diſgrace; ſo that 
God and Man do both condemn you, and the Devil, who doth now tempt, will 
at laſt accufe and torment you, if Repentance don't prevent it. Such of you as 
are gvilty of Conjugal Per jury, (that is, ſuch of you as are Marry'd) wou'd be 
very ill pleas d to have your Wives follow your own Examples; and ſuch of you 
as are not, wou'd take it for a Reproach to have your Mothers, or your Siſters, 
accounted Whores ; which is a plain Demonſtration that you hate that Vice 
in others, which you indulge in your ſelves :. Then where, in the mean Time 
is Commun Juſtice? Some of you value your ſclves as being the Repreſenta- 


tives of Ancient and Noble Familys ; but by the Methods which you take, you 


will deprive your Poſterity of thoſe Pretenſions, for you give your Ladies Oc- 
caſion to repay you in your own Coin; and as you make bold with their Vai- 
ting woman, Chamber-maids, and your Penſonary- miſtreſſes, they to quit 
you as good a Common, will make bold with your Gentlemen, Valet de Cham- 
bres, or ſome Sparkiſh Gallants z and by this Means your Eſtates and Honours 
ſhall be lnherired by a fpurious Brood, and the Ancient Honour and Gallan- 
try of the Engliſh Nobility and Gentry miſerably tarniſh'd. Nay, Gentlemen, 
if this Abominable Trade go on, we ſhall have the Sons of Debauch d 1 

* "th ans, 
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dians, Brawny Coachmen, and Swety Foormen, paum 'd upon us, inſtead of 
Dukes, Earls, Lords and Knights : And how unlikely ſuch a degenerate Offs- 
pring are to maintain the Honour of Old England, we leave it to your ſelves 


to be Judges, rye our Nobility and Gentry vou d take it very ill to be 


accounted the Race of ſuch and Ignoble Crew; bur if thoſe of them that are 
ilty of thoſe diſſolute Practices don't reform their own Lives, we wou'd 
fan Fab of them vhat Reaſon they have to think that their Wives and 
Daughters will not be infected with their bad Examples, And ſeeing it is alſo 
E from Experience, that the Practice of the great Ones have always an 
nfluence upon thoſe of the Commons, if theſe Enormities be not reform'd, 
the whole Nation, in Time, will become vile and deſpicable in the Eyes of 
God and Man. The Judgments which the Sin of Uncleanneſs hath brought 
upon particular Perſons and Nations, is ſo frequently exemplity'd both in Di- 
vine and prophane Records, that it is amazing to conſider that ſo many ſhou'd 
be Shipwreck'd upon the ſame She lives, where there are ſo many Beacons 
erected to give them Warning of their Danger Sodom and Gomorrah, Ad- 
mah and Zeboim, the Children of Sechem, the Tribe of Benjamin, and (even) 
the late Remorſe of the D. of ) are Nored Tnftexces of this fad Truth, 
as to the Judgments brought upon People by that horrid Abomination; and 
that ic hath not only left an Eternal Blot upon the Reputation of ſome of the 
greateſt Saints mention'd in Scripture, but hath alſo been fatal ro themſelves, 
or their Poſterity,there's no Man can be ignorant who hath ever heard of Los, 
Samſon, David, Solomon, Cc. If we look into Prophane H ſtory, we ſhall 
not only find this Sin of Uncleanneſs reckon'd amongſt the greateſt Defor · 
miries, which make up the Characters of thoſe Monſters of Men and Princes, 


_ Tiberius and Nero, but that it hath alſo fix'd and Indebile Stain upon the Me» 


morys of Julius Ceſar and Auguſtus, who had otherwiſe many Commendable 
Qualitys, and were Two of the greateſt Men that ever govern'd the Roway 
Empire. How contemptible is the Name of Sardanapalus. becauſe of his 
Goatiſh Luſfifulneſs ? And whe is it that deth not condemn the Folly of Mark 
Anthony, for being ſo far bewitch'd with the Charms of Cleopatra ? 
Then if we look into the Hiſtory ot our own Nation, we ſhall find that the 
Saxon Invaſion happen'd in the Reign of Yortigern, a luſtful Prince, Whoſe 
Inordinate Affection to Hengiſt's Daughter, gave the Saxons the firft Oppor- 
Funity of ſettling in Kent, and then of uſurping the whole Kingdom, We ſha? 
likewiſe find that a Rape gave the ffir Occaſion to the Invaſion of the Danes, 
and of that Ignominy under which the Nation ſuffer'd by having thoſe har- 
barons Heathen become Maſters of their Wives and Daughters ; and got long 
aſter we became the Con ft of Wilham the Norman, a Baſtard, as if Heaven 
intended that we ſfrou'ed read our Six in our Puniſhment. | 

But there's no need of going ſo far back. That Deluge of Uncleanneſs which 
oyerflow'd the Kingdom by the bad Example of Charles II. did eacrvate our 
Strength, and leſſen our Reputation, ſo that the Nation became the Hire of 
an Harley ; the Glory, Trade, and Naval Strength of England, were made a 
Sacrifice to that Prince's Impure Pleaſures,and thoſe of his Brother: And as a 
Coaſummation of our Miſery,and proper Puniſhment, ve were like to kave been 
given ap to Spiritual Uncleanneſs,and to bemade a Prey to the Whore of Rome. 


' Peerhaps, Gentlemen, theſe Publick Inſtances may have but (mall 9 
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with you, and therefore we vou d entreat you toxetire a little into your own 
Boſoms. and conſider what are the Fruits you reap by your Miſi-keeptig : 
And as many of you as pretend to be Men of Honour, anſwer itmpartiall with. 
ther the Natural Co s. of your lewd Practices be not a ee 
Conſcience, the Rui of your Health, Eſtates aud Reputations, aecompauy 
with the Breach of the Peace bf your Familys, Some of you are mighty Pre- 
tenders to Impartial juſtice, and zealous Aſſerrers of Liberty and P+vpir ty | 
(as was the la „eee vill yon ;ocoballe thoſe Printiples 
with defiling your Neighbour's Bed, at fouching of poor Maia, ( giving them 
an Annual Penſion to commit Whorcdom ) and expoſing of ech, 4 your 
ſpurious Iſſue by them, to Poyerty, Reproach and Puniſhment, Do you teal! 
when you allow your ſelves Liberty of Thought, thiak it worth your While 
— fome Moments of Brut iſb lay a: at ſuch a Rate? Take but a View | 

f Death and Judgment, and conſider bow thoſe impure Diverſions vill reli 
with you when you are on the Brink of the Grave, and for ought you know, of 


| Damnation. © You ſee the late D of D -declares on his Death» Beda, 


He had à different View- of Things, (meaning I ſuppoſe his Miſß Keeping; 
tho Dr. K — ſeemt loch co give it that hard Name ) and for that Reaſon 
exhorted others to Repeut and live better in Time of Health, Then Gentle- 
men, think often ot the Great Hazard the D run in living ſo long in that 
vile Sin of Adulterv, and in an eſpecial Manner ſet before your Eyes the late 
Lord Rocheffer, who had wallow'd in ſuch Impuritys, of had more Wir to 
defend or palliate his lewd Practices, than, ſome Hundreds of you: And tho 
his Quality ſet him above the ordinary Methods or Proſecution before Men, yet 
he was forc'd to arraigs and condemn Himſelf at the Bar of Conſcience and 
Heavean, and became a Gloriaus Congueſt of Truth over Atheiſm and Profanity, 

Thos'Gentlemen, I have proy'd t' ye that this Kingdoms ſuffers very much 
in its Reputation, by thoſe diſſolute Practices of Mils-keeping, &c. which 
vere cotintenanc'd in the late Raigut, in order to drown all Senſe ot true Re- 
lig ion and Humane Laberty,- that ſo we might become an eaſier Conqueſt to 
Popery and Slavery. The Advice here given by Cardinal Mazarine to King 
Charles Il. and King James II. was certainly ſuggeſted by that unclean Spirit, 
which prompted the talle Prophet Balaam to adviſe Balał to corrupt the Man- 
ners of the Iraelites, by ſending his looſe Madianitiſb mms amongſt them, 


- The D— 
or D — 3s of the ſame Mind. 0 — is ſo fond of his Concubines, he 
fends em Dainty Bits from his own Table Sir Thomas tollows his 
iewd Example There's Alderman B has ſo drain'd both his Per- 
fon aud fortune in Keeping Aiſſes, that he's ſo lank and weak, his ** are 
| ; a carce 
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ort their Broken 2. — Sir Gherles has kept two City 


{carce able to 
Whores till his Calves are ſunk, and his Eyes ſo hollow, that they run back 
to ſalute his Memory Squire F——'s Cheeks fo dent in with S , 
and Sebteh Adulterys, as if he were till ſucking ar a Bottle: And moſt have 


4 Taug of this Rambling Fancy, There's (even) the preciſe $ 
has kept Harlots till (as Solomon ſays) they have brought him to a Morſel 
of Bread, Men and Women (now a-days) as familiarly go into a Chamber 
to damn one another on à Feather · bed, as into a Tavern to be merry with 
Wine. Who wou'd think to find the late D=— of 0— ( a Men of di- 
fi wift?d Stnſe and Tui 1 ſtooping to that mean Adultery of tempting 

n Actrels out of the Play-Houle ! or to ſee Capt. C--- loſe his Life for a Miſs ! 
a Woman & thing in Petticoats! But wou'd our Keepers of Quality liſten to 


Prob, 22, 14 they'd ſoon diſmiſs their Strumpets, and not run the Hazard 


of a Death-Bed-Repentance ; which if it ſhou'd happen, tis very unlikely 
as you heard in the Caſe of the D ——— of D that it ſhou'd be 
ocere. | G . 
Then Gentlemen,all the harm l wiſh you is, that to keep a Miſs were Death 
by the Law of Exgland; P ublick Shame is juſtly due to Conjugal Perjury ; 
And {Gentlemen ] you that hire and keep Women to play the Whore, can't 
but know that in former times Adultery was puniſh'd with Death. Abimie 
liel made it Death to the Men of Gerar to middle with the Wife of 1ſaag, 
and Judah condemned Thamar for her Adulterous Conception. The Egyptij 
an Law was to cut off the Noſe of the Adultere ſs, and the offending part 6f 
the Adulterer: And here in Exgland, even kept Miſſes have done Pennance 
in a White Sheer; and in Scotlana, when a Whore's ceteded, (vere ſhe 
Foto a Duke or Lord) ſhe's ſent to the Stool of Repentance. 
So that you ſee (Gentlemen) my Addreſs to the keepers of Quality is not 
to miniſter Fuel to your wanron Thoughts, or to pleaſe the prophane Pallares 
of the Beats and Sparks of the Town, but to diſplay the dilmal Conſequences 
of Conjugal Per jury, in order to ſhame you out of your Adulterous Practices, 
and I (hall expoſe in this Addreſs, 1 of the neced Husbands of Quality 
that keep Miſſes; nor muſt the keeping Scrumpets ( | mean ſuch as hire Se--=ng 
by the Month, or Year) think to eſcape my Lach; yer Gentlemen the de- 
ſign of this Addreſs being to reform, and nor eo expoſe, I ſhall not publich 
our Names at length, but ſhall now and then make uſc of Initial Letters to 
fer the more Notorious Criminals know that I con'd name them if I pleafe. 
© Gentlemen, having ſhewn that. this Kingdom ſuffers very much in its Ro- 
putation by that lewd and diſſolute Practice of keeping Miſſes, I ſhall next ex- 
plain to thoſe Hlusbands of Quality that keep Strumpers, that Nature acd Ag- 
rayatiens of their Conjugal Perjury. | 
Adultery (or Conjugal Perjury) is, ſays the Etymolagiſts, the going to 
another's Bed: And St. Auguſtine defines it to be a Breach of the Marriage 
Vow; a Crime ſa black, that our Conltitutivns call it horrible baſeneſs; and 
2 Sin ſo abominable in God's Sight, that he could nor find a fitter Word than 
this to expreſs Idolatry by in the Holy Scripture ; And our Church is ſo in- 
duſtrious and careful in the diſcovery of it, that it is one Article in the Epiſ- 
copal Vifiratious, Whether any one have conmitted Adultery, Fornication, 
&c. or are vehemently ſuſpected of the Premiſes ? Wee! 
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Tue Puiiftments inflicted on it all over the World, partly ſhew how much 


it is derefted; By the Levitical and Civil Law of Moſer it was reward with 


- 


Death; but latter Ages are contented with Confinement and Whipping and 


the. Ecclefiaſtical Cannons preſcrib: Excommunication, By a Conſtitution 
of the Church, in the Time of the Saxoxs, ſach lewd Perſons were compar'd 


to Murderers, and equally deny'd Chriſtian Burial, St. Paul faith, No ſuch 


Perſon ſhall enter into the Kingdom of God: And as to this World, the 


Goſpel allows us to put her away, Mat. 5. 33. and Ch, 19. 9. Anti ſtius, 
a Noble Roman, divorc'd his Wife for talking familiarly with another Man, 
Sulpitins us d his Wife in the ſame manner, becauſe ſhe went abroad without 
Her Veil. Bur Auguſt us our-did em all in this Matter; for he cou'd except 
nothing againſt Scr(bonia, but that he was weary of her, I omit Montan 
the Caraphryge Pepuſiani, and others in the Church Hiſtory, who took the 
{ame Liberty: And we read of a Law in Wales, Circa 940. which made it 
u ſufficient Cauſe of Divorce, if a Woman kiſi'd any Man beſides her Hurband. 
I confeſs this. L AW (and Practice of the Old Romans) was too barſh and 
uncharitable; but certainly Miſ- keeping had ne'er been ſo Common and 
Faſhionable ; a Vice, were the Conjugal Knot look'd on ſo ſacred and ſtrong 
as it ought to be: And therefore our Chriflian Lew giver correcta theſe 
Hosbands of Quality that keep Miſles, by putting every one in Mind of the 
Nature of Marriage, which out of Two makes one; and fo ſtrictly unites em 
together, that after this Uuion they are not two, but one flaſh. This was it 
God intended in the firſt Inſtitution, to which Chriſt call'd back the Jews; 
and then added, What God hath joyned together, ket no man put aſunder 
The Cabſes for-which Matrimony was ordain'd, we have in the Exhortation 
to the Couple going ro be marry'd, which are defign'd for the Comforts of 
Life, and not to be Plagues to one another, We do not ſerve any hard 
Maſter: Heconſider'd our Condition, and of himſclf ſaid, It is not good for 


man to be alone, Iwill make him an helpmeet for him. Gen. 2. 18 This 


was the Motive he had to produce Woman, and did it out of him who was 
to be her Hushand, to let her ſce how near the Relation is between em, and 
how ſhe onght to cleave to him. This he did as Creator; and then as a. 
Lawgtiver, he inſtituted Marraige to confirm their mutual Endearment; 
tharas in their Original they had One Beginning, [Bone of my boxes, and 
Leb of my fleſh, ſaid Adam] Ver. 23. ſo the Ordinance was contriv'd to 
unite em by conſent, and engage em into a voluntary Promiſe to love each 
the other, Then what a heinous Sin is Conjugal Perjury? and how greatly 
aggravated in the late D>— of Y as he was a Man of diſtinguiſb d 
Senſe and judgment? But alcho' the Sin of Adultery is very great in the 
Husband and in the Wife too; yet as te the Iſſue, the Wife is much more 
blameable: And it muſt be confider'd, that the Wife's Incentinency ruins the 
Family of her Husband, who leaves io his ſpurious Iſſue nothing but the Name, 


and conveys to Poſterity not one drop of his Anceſtors Blood, to continue the 


Relation between em. / ä 1 | 

Yer I am not againſt the Husband's forgiving the Wife, or the Wife the 
Husband, upon ſincere Repentance. I remember what the Church ſaith, 
We earnefily wi/> that the innocent Perſon won d pardon the guilty, aud take 
ber ro him agen: Bat then it mult be when there are apparent Hopes of 
a | | | Amend- 
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Amendment: But, alas ! how will *. 4 Can a few Words, extorted 
it may be from Neceſſity, or the Importunity of Friends, be call'd Indicati- 
ons or Expreſſions of a Penitent Heart? Repentance is Grief of Mind for 
Offences committed: Ir rigorouſly chaſtiſes what is done amiſs : It always 
puniſhes the Crime; and hence it derives its Name: Panitentia 4 pen or quam 
purientia ; and if it be ſincere, either equals or exceeds rhe Crime, faith St. 
Jerome. The Publican ſmote on his Breaſt, and ſaid, Lord, be merciful to me 
4 Sinner. And the true Sign of Repentance is a thoroogh Change, a real Re- 
formation: I take all this to be a Work of time, The Council of Ancyre 
determin'd Seven Years Repentance: The Thief indeed it in a few Moments; 
but his Life was ſhort. and on that Account the Divine Grate the ſtronger. 
| Befides, Reſtitution is one neceſſary part of Repentance, But how ? which 
way ſhall this be expected ? when, as Sr, Ferome ſpeaks, ir muſt puzzle Omnipo- 
rence to bring it about; and tho* God can do every thing, I am bold to fay it, 
he cannot reſtore Chaſtity when a Woman haſt loſt it: And who vill go about 
to propoſe an Equivalent for an ineftimable Lofs, never to be recoyer'd? | 
You will ſay, We are to accept ſuch Reſtitution as the Nature of the thing 


Vill bear; that is, an Hearty Sorrow for what is paſt, and Amendment for 


the future: Neither do I deny but theſe are good Fruits or Proofs of Re- 
pentance, and may be a means to fave the Sinner in the other World, yet are 
not a proper Reſtitution in this, The Murderer, the Traitor, the Feloo, has 
the ſame Plea; yet they muſt bear the preſent Puniſhment of the Law, aud 
ſuffer dow, tho? fav'd hereafter. | 

But how ſhall an Husband be convinc'd of ſuch a Repentance? Once 4 


Whore, and ever a Whore, ſays the Proverb, upon very good Grounds : 


For tho' it be poſſible for a $S?——x- keeper, or She. Libertine, to become pe- 
nitent, yet we ought to have as good Proofs to demonſtrate their Repentance, 
us we had Overt - Acts before of their being Criminals. 
For my part therefore, I think tis dangerous ro attempt Reconciliation 
for either Husband or Wife) after Adultery : And one Reaſon is, becauſe the 
ound is apt to bleed afreſh; and the Wound ought to be well and kiſurely 
healed, before we hazard the rubbing it. The Innocent Party may perhaps be 
thought hard of in this Caſe ; But P. Emiliuss Anſwer ought to fatisfy un- 
biaſs d People; who being found fault with for putting away a Beautiful 
Wife, excus d himſelf thus No body knows where the S bos pinches but he that 
wears it. hut if at length the Husband will de melted, and is contented to 
paſs by all Provocations, he may, and there is no Injury done him: Scienti C- 
conſentienti non fit injuria, But it beho ves him to conſider well what he is 


about; He ought to enquire, Whether it will confiſt with his Happineſs, his 


Reputation, and other conveniences of Life to do ſo. Whether it be agteea- 
ble ro Conſcience, and the Duty he owes to God and Religion, to give this 
Countenance to a Crime of that Nature? and whether he can find any great 
difference between cohabiting with an AdultFiſs, or an Harlot who is vicious 
thro' neceſſity, and has not Bread to eat without it, 

Gentlemen, Having explain d to you the Nature of Conjugal Perjury, (both 
in the Husband and Wife ) and told you how the Innocent (Marry d) Per- 
fon may ac, that meets with an Adulterous Yoke-fellow ; I ſhall next pro- 
ceeed to ſhew the Aggravations attending the lewd Sin of Miſz-kceping, and 
that in Single, 28 well as Marry'd. Perfons, I 


both muſt; becauſe it 1 a Sin to be, actiſſaryuo thebin ef auother. 


T know the Mis-keepers ( that live ſingle ] juſtify their lewd Praclice 
Ce l de To tin cites, Arena dee 
) Wife ta them; and their nos marrying of her dies but make her more 
ind and faithful; But this Vindieation is but a pretended Opigion, and an 
Ageravation of their Lewdneſs I call it a pretended Opinion, becauſe 
tho' Men endeavour to amuſe themſelyes, that they be nor ſtop'd in the hot 
Purſuit of their Luſts, yer I caunot believe, and in cool Thoughts, any who 
bas ever learn d the fir Principles of Chriſtjauity, can perſwade himſelf (ec. 
pecially upon a Sick · Bed) that any Fornicat ion or Vocleanneſi can be allow- 
ed in the Goſpel, which requires the utmoſt Purity, not ovly of the Eye, hut 
ot the Heart. However, let us hear the Reaſons theſe unmarry d Whorema- 
ers (or ſingle Cullys) urge from Juſtice, that there 13 no Wyong to any 

Third Perſon, where both the Partys are ns 

But this Argument vill have no effect, unlyls they can annul the Commands 


of God, which forbibic .Becauſe we are hound, and that in the ſticteſt Juſtice, io 


abey God's commands even in things vhich axe indifferent in their own Nature: 
It was Death to neglect Circumciſion, and other Legal Inſlitutiona God ſoaghe 
to kill Meſs bimſelf for veglecting to Circumcile bus Son. Exed. 4. 24: 

2. The Argument is falſe, that there is no Wrong done to any Third Per- 
ſon in Fornication , For it is 2 great Wrong to the Parente, Relations, and 


hole Family. Let any Man judge of chis by the Reſentment he wou'd have 


inſt any who ſhou'd debauch his Mother, Daughter or Siſter, aud againſt 


fs Debauch'd. 22 
3. If there was no Wrong to any other, yet if it bea Sin, it is the greateſt 


Wrong to the Perſons themſelves ; to damu their Souls: Ang it js the high- 


eſt 1ojuſtice as to this World ; it ruins their Reputation: And this, eſpecially 
in Women, is not only a Shame, (if they ſhou'd be content to bear with 
chat) bat it isa real loſs, and hindrancę of their Rortuges.; and tho it ſnoud 
pot be known, it is a great Injuſtice to the Man ho /all. marry ſuch a Wo- 
man. If any think little of this, It them canfider how they wou'd take it 
to marry another Man's Whore; ang let them do as they wand be dane to, 
Bur there is yer a greater Injuſtice, and that is, to the Ferſon her ſelf; Far 


For ſhe that is once debauch d, is laid open tothe Temprations of others; and 


when forſaken hy her firſt Lover, ſeldum returns to her Virgin Modeſty, but 
ſecks ont, or is found by ſame other; and often goes an to common Proſti- 
tution; all which is, in juſtice chargeable upon her firſt Corruprer ; and is 


. no ſmall Aggravation of his Sin in debauching of Single Women: And if 


2s many beligye, the Reaſon why, Dives deſir d the Converſion of his Bre- 
thren, was not Charity to their Sogls, (or. that is not faund in Hell but be- 
cauſe his Puniſhments were enereaſed to the ſame Degree that his evil Exam- 
ple did ſpread upon Rarth, by which we muſt ſuppoſe his Brethren 
and neareſt Acquaintance to be chiefly infeſted, this will be a tecrible can» 
fiderarion to thoſe who do corrupt others: Neither is ĩt. any mitigation. of the 
Sin. that one of the Tempers is a Perſon, of Quality, or Single, if the other be 
marry'd ; for if the Single Per ſon invades the Marry d dots defile and betray 
the Bed of another; and moreayer, adds the Breach at the Solemn Vow to 
God, which is cxaRted ia the Off af Matrimony, Beſides, if one be gwltys 
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Wretched ate theſc Shifts cn Keepers of Qzality, bent to their own 
Deſtrudion, have found out to delude themſelyes! But they will Rand them 
in no ſtead at the Bar of the Grear Tribnnal : No nor qualify their deſponding 
Conſciences upon their Death bed; for (with the D— of D———) Men 
have a different View of ſinful Pleaſures when they are to be for ever ſepara- 
ted from them, to what they had while they were in the purſuit of them: And 
thoſe Arguments which then appcar'd, favourable to the Grarification ot their 
Lufts, will now be ſeen in their true Colours, to be nothing but deceit and fa 
tal deluſion ; like Promiſes which are ſaid to be made to Wirches by their Fa- 
miliars, which are not diſcover d. till their Death, to have a double meaning; 
a falſe one to delude them with hopes while they liv'd, but the true one always 
verify d in their Deſtruction, when it is toò late to prevent it. 

When Men fin out of Humane Inſirmity, there is a Sting of Conſcience al- 
ways remains; which, by the bleſſing of God, may ſome time or other re- 
claim them; tho” it is the moſt extream Danger and Madneſs, to go on in 
our Sins truſting to this: For when Habits are grown ſtrong, it is the urmoſt 
Difficulty to return from them. Can the Æthiopian change his 5kin, or the Leo- 
pard his ſpot5?then may ye alſo do good, that are acculipmed to do evil, Jer.13 23. 


But ſome to get rid of that terrible Monitor, a IWounded Conſcience, (When 


they are reſoly d not to part with their Whores) do ſtudy, and greedily carch 
at Arguments, to alter the Nature of their Sin, (which cannot be alter d) and 
ſo come at laſt to perſwade themſelves of the Lawfulneſs (at leaſt tolerable- 
neſs of Conjugal Perjury, or Miſs-keeping; which therefore they indulge, if 
not without all Reluctance, yet with leſs than they had before ; and there- 
fore think this a happy Conqueſt, ; 
But (alas ) it is a miſerable one over themſelves; and their Condition then 
is moſt deſperate, for this is a corrupting of their Principles: And there is 
10 1 or returning from that Sin which they think not to be a Sin, or 
can 
ſtop the Mouth of a Clamorous Conſcience. Baalam ſought ſuch anExcuſe, 
and he found it: And He that ſeeks ſhall find in this wicked Senſe, as well as 
in the contrary Senſe of which our Saviour ſpoke it. 

But Gentlemen, let me Reaſon a little with you with reſpect to thoſe 
Brutiſh Pleaſures you find in Mis-keeping. God is a Spirit, and therefore 
Spirit is more real, more Subſtantial than Body; and the true Pleaſure is in- 
deed but Spiritual, in that low degree, by which our Spifit our Soul partakes 
of Pleaſure by the Meditation of the Body; or the Body only by the Powers of 
the Soul, which enliven and actuate ir, and from which it receives its Senſation; 
and therefore when our Soul is gone, the Body is no longer ſenſible either of Plea» 
{ureor Pain j becauſe the Soul ads no more by it: But thoſe pure Souls which At 
withaut the Incumberance of Bodys, have a P reception much more quick and 
delicate chan can be convey'd by ſuch groſs and elementary Bod ys, as ours are 
render*d ſince the Fall. And therefore the Happineſs which is laid up for us, is to 
be freed from the dull and Terreſtrial Bcdy:,and to have Spiritual Bodys given 
to us,faſhion'd like unto Cyriſt's Glorious Body, This is our utmoſt Heppineſs, 
and thither all our Endeavours ſhou'd tend. And this is the great End of our 
Religion, to wean us from the Body; to fic and prepare us for the Spiritual tate: 


For we muſt be in ſome fort, made like unto it before we eater into it; and 
| e | that 


nd Excuſes for it, ſuch as, for the preſent, ſhall ſatisſie them; ar leaſt 
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that is to be done while we are in this Life. but not bn 2 Death-Bed ; (*ewas 


an Aggravation of the Duke's Adulterys, that he deferr'd his Repeatance till 


he cou d Whore no longer.) Now of all Sins, thoſe of the Fleſp are the moſt 


oppolite to the Spiritual Kojoyment; (and conſequently are attended with 
greater Aggravations than other Sins) and therefore the Fleſb is to de kept 
under, even in our lawful Allowances; we may fin by Exceſs in them: How 
much Jeſs then are forbidden. Fleaſures (ſuch as Fornication and Miſs keeping) 
to be allow'd of? For all theſe do proceed from an Inordinate Affection; 
which of it ſelf is a Sin. Therefore, taking this Matter from the Bottom, 
you ſee the Reaſon of the ſevere Prohibitions againſt the Sins of the Neſß; 
they are utterly inconſiſteat with a Spiritual Eſtate ; they do, the molt of 
all other-Sins, incapacitate us from the Spiritual Delight ; they pur us into 
a Frame quite oppoſite to it; and that is, to God: whom the Pure Hearts and 
Minds do only ſee, (Mat. 5. 8.) for he his Spiritua!ly diſcern'd. Therefore 
it is ſaid, Gal. 5, 17. That thefleſh luſteth againſt the 8 and the fpirit 
againſt the fleſh ; and theſe are contrary t he one to the other. And 1 Pet. 2. 
11. Dearly beloved I beſeech you, as firangers and pilgrims, abſtain from 
fuſply lufts, which war againſt ehe ſoul. Obſerves they War againſt the Soul: 
And the Reaſon why we ſhou'd ſubdue them, is becauſe we are Strangers and 
Pilgrims, that is, in this World; our Reſt, our Enjoyment is not here; 
but we are ordain'd to be made Partakers of the Devine Nature; but this ſhall 
be only to thoſe who have eſcaped the corruption that is inthe world through 
laßt, 2 Pet. 1. 4. That is, either thoſe who have not been guilty of it, or 
who have fincerely repented and return'd from it; as Mary Magdalen, out of 
whom Chrift caſt ſeven Devils, Mark 16. 9. There are Evil Spirits (believe 
it), which poſſeſs thoſe who give themſelves up to Uncleanneſs: And theſe 
muſt be diſpoſſeſs d before the Holy Spirit of God will enter; which will never 
deſeend to a foul and'polluted Soul. This is the great Argument us d, 1 Cor. 


6. That our Pagys are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt ; and Chap. 3. 15. 
2 man defile the Temple of God, him ſhall God deftroy We are Members 
Chr 


ift, ſhall Ithen take the Members of Chriſt, and make them the Members 
of an Harlot? This Conſideration is dreadful! The Body is not for Fornication, 
but for the Lord; and the Lord for the Body; Here is great Honour given to 
our Bodys; the Lord has reſerv'd them tor himſelf, and himſelf for them, This 
is a great Myſtcry. and ſhou'd ſtrike us with Aſtoniſhment! And from hence 
it may be argu'd, that when (by keeping Srrumpets} we abuſe our Bodys, 


we commit Adultery even againſt God, who is Married to us, Fer. 3. 14. 


And to ſhew the Hatefulneſs of this Sin, Iaolatry is all along thro' the Pro- 
pbets call'd going a Whoring from the Lord, committing Adultery againſt 
him : And how'that Sin is aggravated (both in Single and Marr'd Perſons) you 
have ſufficiently heard. And as this Sin is molt provoking to God, ſo it comes 
neareſt to our ſelves, it affects us molt of any other Sin, Every fin that 4 
man abet h, is withont the Body ; but the that commit eth fornication, ſinueth 
ezainſt his own Body. It is like putting Rand on ones (elf, aſſaulting of 


our own Bodys, And God has puniſh'd this Sia ſeverely, in Samſon. in David, 


in Solomon ; the Greateit, the Wiſeſt, the Hraveſt of Men. It was this Sin of 
Lat, for which the Horld was drown'd, Sodom burn'd and the Canaanites 
Terly deſtroy'd, Lev, 18, 27, God has pour'd' greater V epgeance upon 
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no fort of Sin. Many r be given, King James I. in his 
Beommiy AGzgy to Prince Henry, particularly obſerves that this Sin of 
Miſs- keeping is often puniſh'd with want of lawful iſſue, or the Death of 
thoſe we have; and he gives his Grandfather King James V. for an Inſtance; 
who doated on lewd Women, and loſt both his Sons moſt unfortunately, and 
leſt his Crown ta an lafant Daughter : And, on the other Hand, he obſerves 
bow God had bleſs'd himſelf with a greater Gift of Continency, and a numerous 
Iſſue: As he did in both Reſpects to his Son King Charles I. But King Charles 
II. had no lawful Iſſue. How many Noble Familys in England might be 
brought as Inſtances, to confirm this Obſervation, whoſe Honours are fallen, 
or gone into Collateral Famlys, for want of lawful Heirs, from the moſt re- 
markable Corrupters ot the Marriage Bed ? But I will not take up Time in 
this; refer you, for the Agravations of Conjugal Perjury, and God's puniſh+ 
ment upon it, to the Homily againſt Adultery, and The Whole Duty of Man, 
upon this Head, | - 575 
1 ſhall only obſerves that there is a kind of Evil Spirits, as our Savitur 
tells vs, which will not be got out but by Prayer and Faſting ; and certainly 
this of Luſt (and Mi ſi keeping) is one ot that kind: For while we pamper our 
Body to that degree, that it is grievous to us to deny it a Meal of Meat; 
when ſhall we ſubdue it, and bring it under, that it may ſerve us, but not 
Maſter us; not overcome our Reaſon, to lay aſide the Care of our Soul, 
which is Eternal, to gratiſie its Beaſtly Deſires, which are but for a Moment ? 
But the Guilt never dies, tho? the Body be laid in the Duſt, How Feli 
then, how dreadful, how SottiſÞ is it, to neglect the Eternal Welfare both 
of Soul and Body, for nothing elſe but to giye the Body a little Swing now, after 
Brutiſh and Tranſitory Follys! | | 
But ifa Man wou d be juſtly laugh'd at and deſpis'd, who cou'd not leave 
his Whore or his Bottle to ſave his Eftate, or to ſerve his Friend in a Point of 
Honour: If the Pleaſures of the Body muſt be ſacrific*'d to ſuch Confiderations 
as theſe; is it then ſo monitrouſly unreaſonable that they ſhou'd give Place, 
but a little, to Matters of Eternal moment! If we venture the Health of our 
Boays, to fit up whole Nights upon Buſineſs; or it may be Goodfellowſhip, 
Cards or Dice; Reading Plays, or a Romance; with what Face. can we 
pretend our Health as an Excuſe againſt Watching one Night, or but Part 
of one, in Di vine Exerciſes, to Trim our Lamps, and fit us for the coming of 
the Lord! No, then we cannot keep our Eyes from cloſing ; and we grow /ick, 
that is weary of that Employment : And the Realon is, Senſuality takes away 
the Reliſh of Divine Things, which cannot be apprehended but by a Hrong and 
ſettled Thought: And of all Things, Miſs- keeping (or Conjugal Perjury ) 
does moſt weaken the Mind, enervates, and takes all Strength from it. Haw 
weak us thine heart, ſaith the Lord God, ſeeing thou doſt all theſe things, 
the work of au imperious whoriſh woman ? Ezek. 16. 20, St. Paul (aid, 
1 Cor. 9. 27, 1run, not as wnceriainly ; ſo fight I, not as one that beateth 
the air; But I keep under my Body, and bring it into ſabjection; leſt that 
by any means, when I have preached to others, I my ſelf ſhould be a caſt-awaye 
You ſee (Gentleman) St. Paul eltcems it but an uncertain fighting, and 


beating of the air to uſe all other Excrciſes of Religion, if we add nbt that = 


of Mortifying the Body; aud that, without this, he himſelf, notwithſtanding 
: PT a ky 


. 
= ” 
1 
: —_= — © —— - AM a . wo wa” -—-» 
— — — - — — — 


0 


— c Fn 


7 

i " 
1 
his great Labour in Preachirg, his Travels and Perſecutiont, wou'd be in 

Danger ot being x caſt aπ ] And if he needed it, who can excuſe himſelf? 
He, who was (one wou'd think) in a continued State of Mortification: For, 
Even ynto this preſent hour (lays he, 1 Cor. 4. 11.) we both hunger and thirſt; 
and ave naked; and are buffeted'; and have no certain dwelling place; aud 
Jabour, working with our own hands, &c, And yet to hear Men excuſe 
themſelves from- Faſting one Day in Week, who live in Plenty and Eaſe, if 
that were all; but who plead the Pigour of their Body, and Strength of their 
Conſtitution, as an Excuſe for gratifying their Laſts; which, by theſe Means, 
59 too ſtrong. for them! And therefore there is no Hopes of perſwading any 


an by Reaſon, to forſake his Miſi-keeping, unleſs he will firſt conſent to 


Mi-ortifie his Pody. The lexſt Meaſure can be advis d is Faſting once a Week, 
and let each Man's Zeal add to theſe as he ſces Cauſe ; for Conjugal Per jury 
being the moſt. aggravated fort of Uncleanneſs, it will require a more ſevere 
and frequent Mirtifieation than ſuch Sins which are more eafily forſaken. 
Wittiout often Fuſting your Luſfs will never give you leave to be heard; 
but keep you in perpetnal Hurry, and want of Thought: This is a more 
ſtuòbomm Devil. We mult ſet too our Whole Strength, and all our Applicati- 
on, and Faſt, and Pray, and beg Gele Aſfiftance; we fight for our Souls ! 
we muſt nor do it indiflerently; and we muſt not be diſcourag'd if we do not 
preſently prevail: Ged may think fit to try us, and to ſhew us the Danger 
we were in, and the Bitrerheſs and Aggravations of Sin, (eſpecially that of 
Conjugal Perjury) by the Difficulty of returning from ir, and overcoming long 
Habits, But it we put our whole Truſt in God, and apply diligently unto 
bim by earneſt Prayer and a careful Attendance upon all his holy Ordinances, 
we ſhall preſently perceive we have gain'd Ground of our Enemy; and we 
{ball overcome in the End, (Gentlemen) we have gone a great Length, when 
ue are brought ſeriouſly to reckon our Luft as our Enemy: For then we ſhall 
begin to ſtand upon our Guard'againſt it; and never till then can we deny it 
any thing, but follow its Impetuoſity as 4 Horſe ruſheth to the Battle, and 
violently purſue our own Deſtruction; and nothing can ſtop us, but a ffronger 
than this Serong Man; an higher Reliſh of Divine than of Senſual Things; 
till when Miſs keeping, Drunkenneſt, and other Extravagance, will prevail: 
And this true Knowledge of Heavenly Pleaſure is obtain 'd in Faſting and 
Retirement. Then it is that God works with us, when we are at Leiſure to 
him; and (hall we deny him ſuch an Opportunity, for the obtaining a Chaſt 
Mind and Body? ME by | 
Thus (Gentlemen) having explain'd to you the Nature and Aggravations 
F Conjugal Perjury, I ſhall change that doleful Scence, and now bring on 
the Stage ſome Satyrical Remark; on the gay, brisk, modiſh Vice of Keeping 
Miſes ; a Sin (as a Noble Author obſeaves“) Grown 
*The Lord SH—— * jo in Faſhion, as the great Cuſtom of the Faſhjon has 
in his Book of * overgrown the Senſe of the Sin; being a Vice ſo com- 
Ways, | mon, as its Commonneſs makes many forget tis a 
Vice: Nay, '( Gentlemen) ſome of you that are 
Atheiſtical, are ſo far from condemning the Sinfulneſs of it, as you pretend 


{as was hinted before) to juſtifie its Practice, as not ſinſul: But for theſe 


Atheiſtical ſort of Hhorerraſters, they are only fit to be ſhut up with a Red 
; | © II 1 Tis | = Croſs, 
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Croſs, and a Domine Miſerere upon their Doors; that they way be branded 


(53) 


ſo for the PLAGUE of their Impicty, as to keep in their Infection to 
themſclves: Theſe A4theiſtical Cuys axe ſteering directly beſore the Wind, 
with a full Sail, to Hel. . 

Gentlemer, There are another ſort of Miſs- keeper} that ſteer almoſt the 
fame Courſe, bur with a Side Wind; and tho theſe are ot very wicked 
Principles, yet they are not of ſo prophane and debauch'd a Kind as the 
former: For theſe own that keeping a Miſs is ill; but they hold it a leſs Evil 
to keep a good humour d, handſome Miſs, than ro live with an old ugly ill- 


natur d Wife; for ſay they, one need keep # Miſs no longer than be likes and 


loves her; but one is ſtill bound to lice with a crols-graind Wife; tho" 
he is fo far from loving or liking her, as be hates her: Bur this Argument 


(Gentlemen) carrys no Force, but in Wickednefs; being inderd as very ſenſe- 
leſs and ridiculous as its Maintainers are highly impious and extravagant; 


ſince a Man by living with his ugly croſs Wife, may thereby often meer Oe- 


caſions to exerciſe his Patience, which may prove a Virtue in ſome kind: 


Befides, a Man by living with his Wife, tho* never fo deform'd, does but 


what he ought; but 2 Man by keeping a Miſe, tho never fo handſome, does 


what he ought nor, fince in ſo doing he offcuds God. 
Gentlemen, *Tis a common Saying, That a Wife is a neceſſary Evil; 


-* which I fancy is not to be taken in the Senſe moſt do, that Men cannot live 


without them, but becanſe Men are fil! bound to live with them: For 
whilſt they are Wives, tho' far from being good ones, yet poor Husbands are 
oblig'd to ſerve out their Time of Bondage, according to Agreement, for 
better for worſe, till Deach them do part; But ncw for the new mode of 
pro tempore Wives, call'd MISSES, they are generally look'd upon by 
our Gallants, and Keepers of them, as only Tenants at will te Men's Perſons 
and Caſh, being ty'd to them in no other Manner than we are to reading, 
Romances; on which we may begin when we will, and lea ve off when we 
pleaſe; for we are not oblig'd to read longer in them than they ſuit our 
Humour and pleaſe our Fancy. | 

The Engliſp Miſſes are now become (in moſt great Towns) to Gentlemen 
as Books are in Stutioners Shops to Scholars; where they miy pick and 
chooſe ; read ſometimes this kind of Book, another that ſort, and hire them 
by the Day, Month, or Year; and when they have read them over as oft as 
they pleaſe, and have no longer Delight in them, or farther Uſe of them, 


they may return them and leave them were they found them, and there's 


no Harm done, they lying ready expos'd for the next courteors Comer. 

Miſſcs in Towns are like Free · booters at Sea, no Purchaſe xo Pay; they 
are neyer out of their Way, (except to Heaven) fo they can but meet a 
Prize in it. Indeed you Miſi- kecpers are viſe in this Particular, (but pray do 
not ask me in what other, left you puzzle me) and this your Wiſdom conliſts 
only in chooſing of Two Evil the leaſt: For you will keep Miſſes which is 
is but ill; but you will not be bound to keep them longer than during 
Pleaſure, which is leſs ill than à longer Time ; that is, you wil! be*ry'd ro 
Miſſes by no other LAW than that dearly belov'd on- of fweer Pariety , 
Miſleg being to be us d but like flight Garments, which are only uſeful in the 
Louthful Spring, or hot Summer Sea ſon of Men's Lives; and may without 
P a much 
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. much Ceremony or great Difficulty, o * away, or caſt off, ('twere well 
if the Sin of uling them cou'd be ſo too) Miſſes being but a kind of Summer 
Fruit, "fot preſeat eating. not long keeping; for their Beauty will never hold 
our long after a hot VENUS Blaſt, or burning Clap of Thunder; and 
their Bodys are often wither'd and rotten before they are near ripe, as many 
of the Merchant Adventurers in that Trade can tell you by woful Experience. 

And therefore you Cullys of Quality (eſpecially if you are Marry'd Hus- 
bands) do wiſely ia not binding your ſelves to them in Health aud Sickneſs 
for then they are not only uſeleſs, but chargeable, and therefore you tye 


your ſelves to your Miſſes, not 71 Death do you part, but till your Miſc's 


Beauty goes decay, or your Paſſions change; for Miſs love muſt ſtill be, 
en becauſe i ceaſeth to be Love, when it ceaſeth to be paſſionate, 

ving no other Motive to cheriſh and maintain it: And therefore (Gentle- 
men) uſually your Love expires as ſoon as your Miſſes's Beauty break ; or may 
de ſooner, if you be rakey with a more agreeable Object, for your preſent 


Fancy and Convenience; for tho” maſt of you Miſs keepers love conſtantly 


yet few are conſtant in their Amours ; you are ſtil! loving, but 'tis Women : 
more than-a Foman : For confidering you are only conſtant to Inconſtaney, 
you can only keep the Name of conſtant Lovers, as Rivers ſtill keep the ſame 
Name, tho they are never two Minites the ſame Water, they ſtill running into 
the Sea, as Springs are (tillrunning into them. The Truth is, if you Miſe- 
keepers were bound to keep your hir'd Strumpets during Life ſuch an Obliga- 
tion wou d come ſo near to Matrimonial Bondage, as you young Gallants, on 
thoſe Terms, wou'd as little love and like a handſome young Miſs as an ugly 
old Wife, all Confinement to Rambling Sparks being odious. | 
What a brave World do we live in when new Sets of Miſſes are now grown 


 modiſh Marks of Greatneſs ? But remember (Gentlemen) how it far d with 


the D —— of D-—— on his Death Bed; he had then (as he tells you 
bimſ(clf) 4 different View of Things, and ſo will you, whea you come to die. 
Really (Gentlemen) the Drunkards in St. Paul's Days wege a kind of ſober 
Men to you Husbands of Quality that keep Miſſes ; for they knowing their 
Deeds were evil and ſcandalous, had ſo great a Senſe of Mod:fly and Shame, 
(tho not of Sin) as to calt a Veil of Darkneſs over them, to hide themſelves 
and their Debauchery from the Sight of others; which is imply'd by St, Paul's 
ſaying, Thoſe that are drunken, are drunken in the Night: But the Debauches 
of our Times (I except not a Man of 'em, from the Keeping Duke to the 
Whoring Cit) ſo glory in their Shame, they expoſe their Perſons and Vices 
to the open Sua ſhine and Publick Aſſemblys; and are ſo far from caſting a 
Veil, either to cover their own Shame, or their Miſſ:s Painted Faces, as many 
af em that are 1 Sparks, (nay others that are more than Midaleag d 


Sinners) allow their Miſſes Coaches to themſelves, but with Coachmen in their 


own Livery, for fear all.might not know whcofe Miſſes they are, and who keeps 
them . Nay, the late D -— of D the greateſt Almirer and keeper 


of Miſſes this Age has known) not only doated on Miſſs Campion while ſhe 

liv'd, but Eres a Tomb to her Memory after her Death. But what was all 

this, but to ſhew to Latimer's Pariſh (where G. D. D. has Erected a Tomb 

and Epitaph to the Memory of his kept Miſs) that his Lewdneſs ſcorn'd all 
ſober Men's Ceaſure, as well as it defy d the Great God's Puniſhment. 

. * Of this you have a large Account in my Firſt Anſwer to Dr. X —_— 
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\_ Bat pra, (Gentlemen) remember this baſe Species of Mercenary Mi- lee 


is grown as very common as your Miſſes are, who are as impudent ingheie. 


7'Y 


Carriage, as iewd in their Actions: So that tis now grown © diſputable 


Queſtion, which now abounds moft in London, Hackney-Coaches or Hackney. - 
Miſſes, Tradeſmen or Trading Women ? 7 —_— | N. 

Thus (Noble Cullys; is Impudence become a kind of ſtaple Commadity in 
eur Kingdom of Love, it being nov. a- days eſteem d a ſhameful Meanneſs of _ 
Spirit in a Tung Gentleman, to be out of Countenance for keeping ai, bus 


grown no Shame at all to keep one; they being now look'd upon but as: 


Marks of Greatneſs and Riches, and Signs of Muth, Health, Faſbion, and 


Gatery ; but never in the leaſt thought to be the, ſad Effects of Sin, Shame, 


Folly and Wickeaneſs, . 6 „ 
O ffrange Change! tha Sin ſhou d be thus ſuppported by a cuſtomary Im- 


pudence, and Virtue (that's the ſweeteſt of Pleaſures) ſuppreſs d by a General, 
. Cuſtom. Thus the toleratet! Mode of Keeping Miſſes has taken awaypork the | 
Shame and Conſcience of commiting Whoredom. . Yet as Debauch d as our 


Age is we ought not to caſt our Faults on it, for there can be no Time ſo bad, 
as to render Sins neceſſary ; for General Cuſtom can never Juſtific particular 
Faults, fince we might all live well (under ſo Chaſt and Piouc a QUEEN 
as England is bleſs'd with) if we dd not ſpend our Time ill: For the Will in 
ber immediate Operations, neither depends, nor moves by the Temper of 
the Body, or the Faſhion of the Times, but by the Motions of the Mind, in 
her own Refolutions, - © 5 

In a Word, (Gentlemen) Keeping of Miſſes is now grown ſo common, not 
only among Hausband of Quality, but (even) amongtt Cits of as bad Lives, 


(tho? not of ſo great Eltates) that now there's nothing in it ſo ſtrange, as 
that any fhou'd think it ſo: But (Gentlemen) I fear you won't be pleas'd with. 
my blunt Way of talking of Plain Engliſh; but I am the bolder in expofing 


your lewd and abominable Practice of Miſs-keeping,” as | find all I bare faid 
on this Subject, confirm'd by the Ingenious Author of the Book enticl'd The 
World di ſrob d, Cc, for we are there aſſur'd (by a man as knows as much of 


your lewd Secrets as any Spy in the World) that *MATRIMONY is of 
ns farther Uſe to you Miſs keepers, than the Augmentation of your Eſtates, | 


* and of no other Benefit to your Mi ves than to encreaſe their miſerys, unleſs 
* (as Witty NE D ob ſer ve) they have the Trick (as moſt Women have in 
* this Amorous Age) to ſoften their Miſifortunes by 4 Reciprocal Uſe of the. 
lite Libertys. And thus the Libertine of Title, or dignify d Adulterer, by a 


© Habit of Incontinence; #s well as Inconflancy, becomes at laſt a Univerſal” | 


Lover. So that thebeſt of his Days, and the Vigour of his Muth, which 
* ought to be exercir'd within Nuptial Bounds, to the Comfortable Propagati- 
© on of a lawful Progeny, are now ſcatter'd thro” the whole Town, to the Ruine 
* of ſome the Cucholding of many, the Prejudice of his Health, and the Scandal 
© of his Honoxy ; that it is almoſt as dangerous for @ Pretty Girl to truſt her 
© ſelf in his Family, in the Station of a Servant,. as 'tis ts become Chambers 
mata to aBawd'm a Publick Bret hel: For” bis Luſt, t hro' Cuftom, grows 


©: ſo very predominant, that he cannot look upon afreſh Face, that is any ways 
_ © emviting, but his Heart ſhall be enflam'd with ſuch a paſſionate Concupiſeence; 
_ * that he can no more content himſelf without a hot Perſuis of the NEW 
. © FANGLE, than a Noth at Night can forbear burning his Wings when 
* he behold a Candle, NY | 
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Thus (Sentlemen) you range in the Fury of your Youth M Parker's 
Bud amongſt the Female Herd; and if you like the Lady, ſcorn to ask ſo 
cConſcientious a Queſtion, as whoſe Wife, whoſe Miſtreſs, or whoſe Daughter ? 
(*tis true, this wan't the Caſe with reſpect to Miſs 7 · mention d in my firit 
. Anſwer to Dr. & for the Mother there wag Pimp to the Daughter) but 
* now Abundance of Love, by way of Preface; and if that will no do, you 
| are very liberal of your Money ro ſtrengthen your Temptation; wiſely 
kuowing by Experience, that Gold and Flattery are the Two prevailing 
Bartering Rams, 'which ſeldom fail, if ſeaſonably apply'd ro make a Breach » 
wide enough in « Woman's Virtue, for Man to enter at, So that (Gentlemen) 
you are all (I mean all you that are Keepers of Strumpets ) meer 
Drudges to your own Vices, and fo diſſonant to the ſwelling Sound 
of your mighty Titles, that you generally live and die Slaves, to your 
Libidinous Appetites; for you are no ſooner enamoiir'd with the Painted 
Cheeks, the Pencil'd Eye-brows, and Theatrical Performances of ſome 
Actreſs, (or Orange Woman's Daughter)but Propoſals are made to Miſs Chi- 
na (by a proper Agent) of being maintain'd like a Lady, beſides a comforta- 
ble Sertlemear in caſe of death: Then the accurſed Bargain is ſtruck, and | 
and perhaps that Night the dignify d Adulterer (or Keeping Lord) is per- 
mitted Enjoyment; and if your M1 SS has the Fortune, by the help of 
ſome other Pri vate He- Friend, to bleſs her Keeper with a ſprightly Baſtard, 
* ſhe then makes you ſo proud of your Performances, (range that Men of 
adiſtinguiſ d Senſi and Judgment ſbou'd be thus bubF'd!) that if ſhe has bur 
cunning enough to improve the Advantage, ſhe will ſoon coax the Fond Dad- 
| ay to line her Cabinets, add to her Maintenance, and mend her Settlement; 
4 for he that has ſo little Prudence to keep a Whore, when he has a lawful 
| Bed. felow, is always Fool enough ro be made her further Bubble, upon 
' * every pleaſing Occaſion : For, Eftate and Title, tho' they often ſecure a 
Great Man from the Scandal of his Crimes, yet they never can proted him 
from the Subtiltys and Sorcerys of his Whores and Flatterers. 
I ſhou'd enlarge upon this Head, and then procecd to other Remarks up- 
on the Hurbandt of Quality that keep Miſſes ; and having compleated my Ad- 
dreſt to ſuch, I ſhou'd proceed to deſcribe thoſe unnatural vices of Raping, 
Sed-- y, B ry, which ſome Men ofiQuality (beſides 4 fon and the 
L— 4nd ——y ) have been guilty ef; Ang having fully deſcrib'd the 
keeping and Lewd Culys, 1 ſhou'd bent ep Dignify'd Strumpets, (or 
' Whores of Quality that keep r & And here | ſhoud give 4 di- 
find Account of the unnatural Piet the keagung Harlots ; which con- 
cludes my Eſſay upon Conjugal Per uns To-which I ſhou'd add (as I pro- 
mig'd in the Preface to theſe Sheets) The Secret Hiſtory of the Aut hor's fail. 
ines, or D at Confeſſion, (that the World may ſee I am as Imparti- 
al to my own Failings, as I am to the Vices of other Men: But that I might 
dot be roo tedious, I ſhall inſert the new and ſorprizing Diſcoverys I have 
made upon theſe Heads, in my Third Anſwer to Dr. & s Sermon, (now 
preparing for che Preſs,) In which Third Anſwer I hall rake a ſolemn leave 
of rhe Doctor, except he ſhou'd vindicate the Sermon he Preach'd at the 
Duke's Funcral; which it he does, I ſhall reply to him as often (and as long) 
às his Vindicatiens *pprar, LEY): 
* FINIS. 
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